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WP4: Existing Conditions and Issues Exploration

location, design, setting, materials, work-
manship, feeling and/or association, in which 
the collective value of the improvements may 
be greater than the value of each individual 
improvement. 

Historic Preservation Commission

The city’s Historic Preservation Commission 
consists of five members appointed by the City 
Council and one ex-official representative of the 
Planning Commission. All regular members must 
have knowledge of and a demonstrated interest in 
historic preservation and local history. The com-
mission advises the City Council and Planning 
Commission on all matters related to the identi-
fication, protection, retention and preservation 
of historic areas and sites. Duties include, but are 
not limited to, recommending the designation 
of historic landmarks or historic districts; main-
taining an historic resources inventory; rendering 
advice and guidelines, upon the request of the 
property owner or occupant, on the restoration, 
alteration, decoration, landscaping or mainte-
nance of any historic area or site; and conducting 
programs to educate local residents on historic 
places, structures, or events. The Historic Preser-
vation Commission has requested updates to the 
Municipal Code governing their work, which are 
currently making their way to Council. Changes 
pertain to the duties of the Commissioners and 
inventory it is charged with maintaining.

In 1990, the city developed guidelines (City of 
Carlsbad Cultural Resource Guidelines) for 
the treatment of cultural resources consistent 
with federal, state, and local laws, as well as the 
Secretary of Interior’s Standards for Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation. The city’s guidelines 
establish standards of performance for resource 
investigation and present a systematic method of 
preserving identified resources. The guidelines are 
applicable to cultural resources from the prehis-
toric through historic periods and are implemented 
during CEQA compliance.10 

10  City of Carlsbad 1994 Final Master Environmental Impacts Report 
for the City of Carlsbad General Plan Update. March.

The city’s current process for designating 
landmarks and points of interest is outlined in 
Section 22.06.030 of the city’s municipal code. This 
process is time-intensive, which could delay des-
ignations and potentially compromise the historic 
importance of the resource if a building deterio-
rates further during the process.

Heritage Tree Preservation

In keeping with direction from the Community 
Forest Management Plan (described in Working 
Paper #3), the City of Carlsbad prepared a Heritage 
Tree Report in two phases under the direction of the 
Historic Preservation Commission. Phase I (Village 
area) was accepted by the Historic Preservation 
Commission and the Parks and Recreation Com-
mission (the Parks and Recreation Commission 
oversees implementation of the Community Forest 
Management Plan). Phase II of the report (including 
areas outside of the Village) has been accepted by 
the Historic Preservation Commission and is now 
pending review by the Parks Department staff and 
the Parks and Recreation Commission. It is antic-
ipated that once sewer lateral issues have been 
resolved, both phases of the Heritage Tree Report 
will be presented to the City Council for inclusion 
in the Community Forest Management Plan.

2.3 Historic and Cultural 
Resources

A 1990 report titled “Cultural Resources Survey 
City of Carlsbad” provides a summary of prehis-
toric and historic resources in Carlsbad. According 
to this report, a total of 325 potential historic proper-
ties including 314 structures, four locales and seven 
features of the built environment were evaluated 
as potential historic sites reflective of the identified 
patterns, events, persons, architectural styles and 
cultural values important in the changing fabric 
of the city. Of the 325 sites, only five were further 
identified as potentially eligible for nomination to 
the National Register of Historic Places and seven 
were identified as potential California Historical 
Landmarks. The following is a list of resources that 
were identified in the survey as potential listings on 
the National Register of Historic Places:
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•	 2978 Carlsbad Blvd. (style Queen Anne 
Victorian, 1887)

•	 400 Elm Ave. (Carlsbad Village Drive) 
(Carpenter Gothic, 1887)

•	 3309 Roosevelt St. (Vernacular, 1918)

•	 3329 Roosevelt St. (B/C Spanish, 1923)

•	 2770 Sunny Creek Rd. (Adobe rehab, 1842; out-
buildings, pre 1900s)

The following is a list of resources that were identi-
fied as potential listings as a California Historical 
Landmark:

•	 El Camino Real (Landmark #784)

•	 Kelly Barn (Vernacular, barn, 1906)

•	 Haymar Road Adobe (Remodel-Spanish, 1842)

•	 3080 Lincoln Street (Monterey, 1925)

•	 2956 State Street (Spanish Eclectic, pre 1925)

•	 Rancho De Los Kiotes (Spanish, 1935-39)

•	 Stage Coach Park (Adobe ruins, 1842)

While the remaining sites have not been identified 
as potential historic resources of federal or state 
listing, many are considered by the city as contain-
ing significant features in the local architectural 
and historic growth of the community.11 

Listed Historic Resources

Several of the city’s local historic resources have 
gone through the process to be listed in or deter-
mined eligible for listing in the National and 
California Registers as individual resources. 
The following properties, landmarks, or historic 
resources are currently listed.

•	 The National Register of Historic Places has 
identified two listed historic properties within 

11 Roth and Associates, Cultural Resource Survey City of Carlsbad, 
1990. The Cultural Resources Survey exists as a survey but was 
deleted as an official record at the City Council Meeting on May 
18, 1993. The properties noted in this survey are not on any city 
database and do not have any legal designation as historical. None-
theless, as one of the few records of cultural resources in Carlsbad, 
the properties described in that survey as potentially historically 
significant are listed here for reference,

the city: Carlsbad Santa Fe Depot (400 Carlsbad 
Village Drive) and Rancho De Los Kiotes.

•	 The California Office of Historic Preservation 
has two historic landmarks listed in Carlsbad: 
Rancho De Los Kiotes and Frazier’s Well (Alt 
Karlsbad).

•	 The San Diego Archaeological Center, a non-
profit corporation dedicated to preserving 
archeological collections, has identified two 
historic sites within Carlsbad: the Carlsbad 
Historical Society Museum (e.g. the Magee 
House) and the Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic 
Park.12

A brief description of these resources is provided 
below and their locations are depicted on Figure 2-1.

•	 Magee House (1). Magee Park, 258 Beech St. This 
craftsman’s style home was originally built by 
Samuel Church Smith, one of the founders of 
the Carlsbad Land and Water Company in 1887. 
The Smith family remained in the home until 
the 1890s when the California land bust forced 
them to sell their Carlsbad real estate hold-
ings and relocate to National City. Alexander 
Shipley, a retired foreign service diplomat, pur-
chased the home in the 1890s and relocated with 
his wife Julia and daughter Florence. In 1912, 
Florence married Hugh Magee, a descendent 
of an original California Estudillo Family, and 
moved to Condor’s Nest in Pala. She returned 
to Carlsbad in the 1940s after the death of her 
father and husband. As sole inheritor of her par-
ent’s estate and having no children of her own, 
upon her death in the 1970s, Florence left Magee 
house to the City of Carlsbad as a historic and 
recreational park. The Magee House is currently 
home to Carlsbad’s Historical Society Museum, 
which offers views of life from the 1880s to pres-
ent.13 The city has a license agreement with the 
Historical Society for use of this city-owned 
facility.

12 San Diego Archeological Center 2010. Historic North County San 
Diego Sites. Available at: http://www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/
Cinch_Text.htm Viewed on Sept. 13, 2010.

13 San Diego Archaeological Center 2010 Historic North County San 
Diego Sites. Available at: http://www.sandiegoarchaeology.org/
Cinch_Text.htm Viewed on Sept. 13, 2010.
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•	 Old Santa Fe Train Depot (2). 400 Carlsbad 
Village Dr. The depot was built in 1907 (replacing 
the first train depot built in 1887) by the Arizona 
Eastern Railway and also served as a telegraph 
office, post office, Wells Fargo Express Office, 
and general store. Later, this facility served as 
a shipping point for local fruit, vegetables and 
flowers. Closed in 1960, it is now the home of the 
Visitor’s Information Center.14

•	 Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park (3). 6200 
Flying Leo Carrillo Ln. The Carrillo Ranch 
was once home to a cowboy actor named Leo 
Carrillo. Leo Carrillo’s grandfather was the 
Mexican governor of California in 1837, and his 
father, the first Mayor of Santa Monica. Leo, his 
wife Edith and their daughter Antoinette all 
lived in the pueblo-style adobe house. The city 
has stabilized, preserved and restored many 
of the historic ranch buildings. The San Diego 
Archaeological Center has identified this site 
as a historic resource.15 The city holds several 
events each year at the ranch such as the Leo 
Carrillo Film Festival, Wild Wild Fest, Dinner 
and a Movie, and Holiday at the Rancho.

•	 Rancho de Los Kiotes (4). In 1868, the Kelly 
family homesteaded 10,000 acres of land imme-
diately south of Rancho Agua Hedionda. In 1937, 
Leo Carrillo purchased 1,700 acres, plus 838 
acres two years later, to construct his ranch (refer 
to Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park, above).16

•	 Frazier’s Well/Alt Karlsbad (5). 2802 Carlsbad 
Blvd. John Frazier, one of Carlsbad’s early pio-
neers, tapped a mineral spring on his homestead 
in 1883, an event that soon led to stops by train 
passengers to drink this water, rumored to 
have miraculous curative powers. The origi-
nal well was declared a state historical site in 
1955. Owners Kay and Chris Christiansen built 
Alt Karlsbad in 1964, recreating a 12th century 
structure as a backdrop for their replica of the 
famous European namesake.

14 U.S. Department of Interior. National Park Service. National 
Register of Historic Places. Available at: http://nrhp.focus.nps.gove/
natreghome.do?searchtype=natreghome

15 Ibid.

16 Ibid.

Today, several historic resources are maintained and 
accessible to the public. Magee House (top) is home 
to the Historical Society Museum, while its grounds 
offer a pleasant open green space to the community 
(middle). Leo Carrillo Ranch is maintained as an 
historic park (bottom), and the city holds several public 
events there over the course of the year.
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Other Potential Resources

The city acknowledges that there are several 
buildings and areas with local historic and/or archi-
tectural merit that characterize the city’s heritage, as 
they meet the descriptions of structures of specific 
historic architectural styles, or they represent a set-
tlement within a specific area that contributed to 
the cultural values of the city. A brief description 
of these buildings and/or locations is offered below 
and the location of these resources is shown on 
Figure 2-1. While these resources have been identi-
fied by the City of Carlsbad, the Save Our Heritage 
Organisation, and the Carlsbad Historical Society, 
they are not officially listed federal, state or local 
historic resources.

•	 Carlsbad Village (A). Carlsbad Village is located 
along Carlsbad Village Drive and is known for 
specialty shops, clothing stores, and restaurants. 
The village is home to buildings that consist 
of New England style architecture, and hosts 
events such as Carlsbad Art in the Village and 
Carlsbad Village Street Faire. 

•	 Old Carlsbad (B). Old Carlsbad is the origi-
nal boundaries of the City of Carlsbad, which 
encompasses the area south of Buena Vista 
Lagoon, west of El Camino Real, and north of 
Cannon Road. Several historic buildings are 
located in this area, including the Magee House.

•	 Barrio Neighborhood (C). The Barrio was the 
first neighborhood established in Carlsbad in 
the 1920s. The area includes several locally rec-
ognized historic buildings, businesses and sites. 

•	 Marrón Adobe (D). (1850s) Property includes 
the Buena Vista Creek and El Salto Falls archae-
ological sites as well as natural open space, part 
of which is sensitive habitat.17

•	 St. Michael’s Episcopal Church (E). 2775 
Carlsbad Blvd (1894) 

•	 St. Patrick’s Church (Heritage Hall) (F). Magee 
Park, 2650 Garfield St. (1926)

17 Save Our Heritage Organisation. 2006. Marron Adobe. Viewed at: 
http://sohosandiego.org/reflections/2006-2/marron.htm. accessed 
Sept. 13, 2010.

•	 Red Apple Inn/Army Navy Academy (G). 2585 
Carlsbad Blvd. (1927)

•	 Carlsbad Mineral Springs Hotel/ Carlsbad-By-
The-Sea (H). 2855 Carlsbad Blvd. (1930)

•	 Twin Inns/ Ocean House (I). 2978 Carlsbad 
Blvd. (1887)

•	 Cohn House/Norte (J). 3003 Carlsbad Blvd. 
(1929) 

•	 Gage House/ Monterey Condominiums (K). 
3080 Lincoln St. (1934)

•	 Killian Building (L). 2900 State St. (1920s)

•	 South Coast Land Company/ Garcia’s 
Barbershop (M). 2956 State St. (Circa 1914)

•	 Los Diego Hotel/Caldo Pomodoro Restaurant 
(N). 2907 State St. (1925) 

•	 Carlsbad Theatre (O). 2822 State St. (1926-27)

•	 Barrio Museum (P). 3304 Roosevelt St.

•	 Ramirez House (Q). 3309 Roosevelt St. (1918)

•	 Mission Santiago (R). 3329 Roosevelt St. (Circa 
1923)

•	 Gaus House (S). 3442 Roosevelt St. (1929)

•	 Shaw House (T). 3081 Highland Dr. (1927) 

•	 Shirley House (U). 1542 Oak St. (Circa Late 
1880s)

•	 Culver House (V). 3140 Highland Dr. (Circa 
1887)

•	 Kreutzkamp House (W). 624 Laguna Dr. (1890s)

•	 Beller House (X). 1448 Forest Ave. (Circa 1894)

•	 Ramsay House (Y). 1330 Chuparosa Way (1904)

While the above resources have not been offi-
cially designated as federal, state, or local historic 
resources, they may be determined eligible for 
listing as official historic resources upon further 
review and analysis. For example, several potential 
historic buildings listed above consist of struc-
tures that are approximately 50 to 160 years old, 
and therefore, may qualify as an historic resource 
if other criteria (including local, state or federal) 
apply. According to the Cultural Resource Survey 
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Twin Inns/ Ocean House (top); Barrio Museum and 
adjacent structure (middle); Gaus House (bottom).

St. Michael’s Episcopal Church (top); St. Patrick’s 
Church (Heritage Hall) (middle); Gage House/
Monterey Condominiums (bottom).
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Learning About Carlsbad History

Although library resources are discussed in more 
detail in Chapter 4: Educational Resources, it is 
appropriate to mention here that the Carlsbad 
City Library maintains two important tools for 
learning about and recording Carlsbad’s history: 
the Carlsbad History Room and the Genealogy 
Program.

•	 Carlsbad History Room. Although not a his-
toric building or structure, Cole Library, 
located on Carlsbad Village Drive, is home 
to the Carlsbad History Room. The Carlsbad 
History Room collects and preserves local his-
torical documents and makes them available for 
research. The collection includes newspapers 
in print and microfilm, yearbooks, scrapbooks, 
letters, boxed memorabilia, and more than 4,700 
photos.

•	 Genealogy Program. Also housed in Cole 
Library, the Genealogy Program has as its 
purpose the exploration of family history. This is 
a leading cultural hobby in the nation, and com-
plements Carlsbad’s migrant population which 
has roots worldwide. The genealogy collection is 
one of the largest in Southern California and has 
a strong emphasis on the 17th, 18th and 19th cen-
turies in the United States. The North San Diego 
County Genealogical Society sponsors several 
programs for the Carlsbad community related 
to this collection and area of interest.

Arts and 
Culture

City of Carlsbad, if a structure is not within the 
current inventory and appears to be at least fifty 
years old, it should be added to the inventory and 
background research should be conducted by a 
qualified historian. Since the city’s first neigh-
borhood was established in the 1920s (the Barrio) 
several other structures could also be reviewed 
and surveyed for historic value and potential for 
listing. In 1997, the Carlsbad City Council amended 
Carlsbad Municipal Code Title 22 (Historic Pres-
ervation Ordinance) to make compliance with the 
ordinance voluntary. As a result, a structure cannot 
be added to the city’s historic resources inventory 
without the property owner’s consent.

In cases when individual, isolated buildings do not 
qualify for federal, state, or local designation, but 
provide a good representation of a building of a 
specific era, they may benefit from being included 
in a historic neighborhood/district. Districting can 
also be an important component in the revitaliza-
tion of inner city or low-income areas of a given 
community and a way to promote and educate the 
community about city history. Documentation of a 
specific area’s historic significance helps encourage 
preservation of the district. Listing in the National 
Register of Historic Places provides incentives 
to property owners such as: federal preservation 
grants for planning and rehabilitation, federal 
investment tax credits, preservation easements to 
nonprofit organizations, international building 
code fire and life safety code alternatives, state tax 
benefits and grant opportunities.18

18 National Park Service. 2010. National Register of Historic Places 
Fundamentals. Available at: http://www.nps.gov/nr/national_regis-
ter_fundamentals.htm



3.7 Historical, Archaeological, and 
Paleontological Resources 

Environmental Setting 

This section describes historical, archaeological, and paleontological resources in Carlsbad. The 
information contained in this section is based on Working Paper 3: Open Space and the Natural 
Environment; Access to Recreation and Active, Healthy Lifestyles, as well as Working Paper 4: 
History, the Arts and Cultural Resources; High Quality Education and Community Services, both 
prepared by Dyett & Bhatia and Dudek. 

PHYSICAL SETTING 

Prehistoric Setting 

Prior to 1798, two Native American tribes were known to occupy the area that is currently known 
as Carlsbad: the Luiseños and the Diegueños (or Kumeyaay). The Luiseños inhabited the area just 
north of the San Luis Rey River, east toward Pala and south to Agua Hedionda Lagoon. The 
Diegueños were a larger group, and inhabited an area spanning from the Batiquitos Lagoon south 
to Baja California.1 A record search/mapping project completed in 1990 indicated that within 
Carlsbad city limits, approximately 480 prehistoric sites associated with these two Native 
American tribes have been recorded.  

Although the locations of these resources were documented throughout the city, the majority of 
the prehistoric sites are located on broad mesa tops and along the lagoon terraces. This settlement 
pattern generally accompanied locally available resources, the proximity of fresh water, and the 
protection afforded by sheltered valleys and slopes. In accordance with California Government 
Code Section 65040.2(g)(3), which protects the confidentiality of information concerning the 
specific location of cultural places, a map depicting the location of these resources has not been 
provided. Though few sites remain due to intense land development over the past 30 years, 
recorded resources range from single isolated milling features or isolated lithic tools to multi-
component settlements indicative of long-term and multicultural occupation.2  

                                                             
1 Carlsbad Historical Society. 2010. “History of Carlsbad.” Accessed September 13, 2010. 

www.carlsbadhistoricalsociety.com.  
2 Roth and Associates. 1990. “Cultural Resources Survey: City of Carlsbad.” 
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Historical and Cultural Resources 

Listed Historic Resources 

Several of the city’s local historic resources have gone through the process to be listed in or 
determined eligible for listing in the national and California registers as individual resources. The 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) has identified two listed historic properties within 
the city: Carlsbad Santa Fe Depot (400 Carlsbad Village Drive) and Rancho De Los Kiotes. The 
California Office of Historic Preservation has two historic landmarks listed in Carlsbad: Rancho 
De Los Kiotes and Frazier’s Well (Alt Karlsbad located at 2802 Carlsbad Boulevard). The San 
Diego Archaeological Center, a nonprofit corporation dedicated to preserving archeological 
collections, has identified two historic sites within Carlsbad: the Carlsbad Historical Society 
Museum (the Magee House located at 258 Beech Street) and the Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park 
(6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane). A brief description of these properties, landmarks, or historic 
resources, shown on Figure 3.7-1, is provided below: 

1. Magee House. Magee Park, 258 Beech Street. This craftsman’s style home was originally 
built by Samuel Church Smith, one of the founders of the Carlsbad Land and Water 
Company in 1887. The Smith family remained in the home until the 1890s when the 
California land bust forced them to sell their Carlsbad real estate holdings and relocate 
to National City. Alexander Shipley, a retired foreign service diplomat, purchased the 
home in the 1890s and relocated with his wife Julia and daughter Florence. In 1912, 
Florence married Hugh Magee, a descendent of an original California Estudillo family, 
and moved to Condor’s Nest in Pala. She returned to Carlsbad in the 1940s after the 
death of her father and husband. As sole inheritor of her parents’ estate and having no 
children of her own, upon her death in the 1970s, Florence left Magee house to the city 
of Carlsbad as a historic and recreational park. The Magee House is currently home to 
Carlsbad’s Historical Society Museum, which offers views of life from the 1880s to 
present. 

2. Old Santa Fe Train Depot. 400 Carlsbad Village Dr. The depot was built in 1907 
(replacing the first train depot built in 1887) by the Arizona Eastern Railway and also 
served as a telegraph office, post office, Wells Fargo Express office, and general store. 
Later, this facility served as a shipping point for local fruit, vegetables, and flowers. 
Closed in 1960, it is now the home of the Carlsbad Visitor’s Information Center. 

3. Rancho de Los Kiotes/Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park. 6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane. 
In 1868, the Kelly family homesteaded 10,000 acres of land immediately south of Rancho 
Agua Hedionda. In 1937, Leo Carrillo purchased 1,700 acres, plus 838 acres 2 years later, 
to construct his ranch (now the city-owned Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park). Leo 
Carrillo Ranch was once home to a cowboy actor named Leo Carrillo. Leo Carrillo’s 
grandfather was the Mexican governor of California in 1837, and his father, the first 
mayor of Santa Monica. Leo, his wife Edith, and their daughter Antoinette all lived in the 
pueblo-style adobe house. The city has stabilized, preserved, and restored many of the 
historic ranch buildings. The city holds several events each year at the ranch such as the 
Leo Carrillo Film Festival, Wild Wild Fest, Dinner and a Movie, and Holiday at the 
Rancho.  
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4. Frazier’s Well/Alt Karlsbad. 2802 Carlsbad Blvd. John Frazier, one of Carlsbad’s early 
pioneers, tapped a mineral spring on his homestead in 1883, an event that soon led to 
stops by train passengers to drink this water, rumored to have miraculous curative 
powers. The original well was declared a state historical site in 1955. Owners Kay and 
Chris Christiansen built Alt Karlsbad in 1964, recreating a 12th century structure as a 
backdrop for their replica of the famous European namesake. 

Potential Historical Resources 

1990 Survey 

A 1990 report titled Cultural Resources Survey City of Carlsbad provides a summary of 
prehistoric and historic resources in Carlsbad. According to this report, a total of 325 potential 
historic properties, including 314 structures, four locales and seven features of the built 
environment, were evaluated as potential historic sites reflective of the identified patterns, events, 
persons, architectural styles, and cultural values important in the changing fabric of the city. Of 
the 325 sites, only five were further identified as potentially eligible for nomination to the NRHP 
and seven were identified as potential California Historical Landmarks.  

The following is a list of resources that were identified in the survey as potential listings on the 
NRHP: 

• 2978 Carlsbad Boulevard (Queen Anne Victorian, 1887) 

• 400 Elm Avenue (Carlsbad Village Drive) (Carpenter Gothic, 1887) 

• 3309 Roosevelt Street (Vernacular, 1918) 

• 3329 Roosevelt Street (B/C Spanish, 1923) 

• 2770 Sunny Creek Road (Adobe rehab, 1842; outbuildings, c. 1900s). 

The following is a list of resources that were identified as potential listings as a California 
Historical Landmark: 

• El Camino Real (Landmark No. 784) 

• Haymar Road (Adobe remodel-Spanish, 1842) 

• 3080 Lincoln Street (Monterey, 1925) 

• 2956 State Street (Spanish Eclectic, pre-1925) 

• Rancho De Los Kiotes (Spanish, 1935–39) 

• Stage Coach Park (Adobe ruins, 1842). 

While the remaining sites have not been identified as potential historic resources of federal or 
state listing, many are considered by the city as containing significant features in the local 
architectural and historic growth of the community. 
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Other Potential Historical Resources 

In addition to the potential resources listed above, there are several buildings and areas in the city 
with local historic and/or architectural merit that characterize the city’s heritage, as they meet the 
descriptions of structures of specific historic architectural styles or they represent a settlement 
within a specific area that contributed to the cultural values of the city. A brief description of these 
buildings and/or locations is offered below and the location of these resources is shown on Figure 
3.7-1. While these resources have been identified by the City of Carlsbad, the Save Our Heritage 
Organization, or the Carlsbad Historical Society, they are not officially listed federal, state, or local 
historic resources. 
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Potential Historical Resources:  

A. Carlsbad Village. Carlsbad Village is located along Carlsbad Village Drive and is known 
for specialty shops, clothing stores, and restaurants. The village is home to buildings that 
consist of New England style architecture, and hosts events such as Carlsbad Art in the 
Village and Carlsbad Village Street Faire. 

B. Old Carlsbad. Carlsbad Village is located within Old Carlsbad. The original boundaries 
of the city.  Old Carlsbad encompasses the area south of Buena Vista Lagoon, west of El 
Camino Real, and north of Cannon Road. Several historic buildings are located in this 
area, including the Magee House. 

C. Barrio Neighborhood. The Barrio, located within the boundaries of Old Carlsbad, was 
the first neighborhood established in Carlsbad in the 1920s. The area includes several 
locally recognized historic buildings, businesses, and sites. 

D. Marrón Adobe. (1850s) This property includes the Buena Vista Creek and El Salto Falls 
archaeological sites as well as natural open space, part of which is sensitive habitat.4  

E. St. Michael’s Episcopal Church. 2775 Carlsbad Boulevard (1894) 

F. St. Patrick’s Church (Heritage Hall). Magee Park, 2650 Garfield Street (1926)  

G. Red Apple Inn/Army Navy Academy. 2585 Carlsbad Boulevard (1927) 

H. Carlsbad Mineral Springs Hotel/Carlsbad-By-the-Sea. 2855 Carlsbad Boulevard (1930) 

I. Twin Inns/Ocean House. 2978 Carlsbad Boulevard (1887) 

J. Cohn House/Norte. 3003 Carlsbad Boulevard (1929) 

K. Gage House/Monterey Condominiums. 3080 Lincoln Street (1934) 

L. Killian Building. 2900 State Street (1920s) 

M. South Coast Land Company/Garcia’s Barbershop. 2956 State Street (Circa 1914) 

N. Los Diego Hotel/Caldo Pomodoro Restaurant. 2907 State Street (1925) 

O. Carlsbad Theatre. 2822 State Street (1926–27) 

P. Barrio Museum. 3304 Roosevelt Street (1943) 

Q. Ramirez House. 3309 Roosevelt Street (1918) 

R. Mission Santiago. 3329 Roosevelt Street (Circa 1923) 

S. Gaus House. 3442 Roosevelt Street (1929) 

                                                             
4 Save Our Heritage Organization. 2006. “Marron Adobe.” Accessed September 13, 2010. 

http://sohosandiego.org/reflections/2006-2/marron.htm. 
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T. Shaw House. 3081 Highland Drive (1927) 

U. Shirley House. 1542 Oak Street (Circa late 1880s) 

V. Culver House. 3140 Highland Drive (Circa 1887) 

W. Kreutzkamp House. 624 Laguna Drive (1890s) 

X. Beller House. 1448 Forest Avenue (Circa 1894) 

Y. Ramsay House. 1330 Chuparosa Way (1904). 

While the above resources have not been officially designated as federal, state, or local historic 
resources, they may be determined eligible for listing as official historic resources upon if other 
criteria (including local, state, or federal) apply.  

Paleontological Setting 

Paleontological resources are the remains and/or traces of prehistoric plant and animal life, 
exclusive of human remains. The formation of fossils typically involves the rapid burial of plant or 
animal remains and the formation of casts, molds, or impressions in the associated sediment 
(which subsequently becomes sedimentary rock). Because of this, the potential for fossil remains 
in a given geologic formation can be predicted based on known fossil occurrences from similar 
(or correlated) geologic formations in other locations. According to the County of San Diego’s 
Guidelines for Determining Significance of Paleontological Resources, this is the case in San 
Diego County, where the geologic setting provides a basis for reasonably predicting the location 
of paleontological resources.  

The Society of Vertebrate Paleontology has established a professional review process for the 
determination of paleontological potential and paleontologic sensitivity, as described in the 
following text. The determination of a site’s (or rock unit’s) degree of paleontological potential is 
first founded on a review of pertinent geological and paleontological literature and on locality 
records of specimens deposited in institutions. This preliminary review may suggest particular 
areas of known high potential. If an area of high potential cannot be delimited from the literature 
search and specimen records, a surface survey will determine the fossilferous potential and extent 
of the sedimentary units within a specific project. The field survey may extend outside the defined 
project to areas where rock units are better exposed. If an area is determined to have a high 
potential for containing paleontologic resources, a program to mitigate impacts is developed. In 
areas of high sensitivity, a pre-excavation survey is recommended to locate surface concentrations 
of fossils which might need special salvage methods. The sensitivity of rock units in which fossils 
occur may be divided into three operational categories. 

I. HIGH POTENTIAL. Rock units from which vertebrate or significant invertebrate fossils or 
significant suites of plant fossils have been recovered are considered to have a potential for 
containing significant nonrenewable fossilferous resources. These units include but are not 
limited to, sedimentary formations and some volcanic formations, which contain 
significant nonrenewable paleontological resources anywhere within their geographical 
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7Arts, History, Culture, 
and Education 

The Arts, History, Culture, and Education  
(AHCE) Element of the General Plan recognizes 
that an aesthetic environment and connections 
to culture and education are essential 
characteristics of a community that values 
its quality of life and wishes to be seen by its 
residents, neighbors and visitors as an attractive 
and desirable place, addressing the needs of 
the human spirit. This element is intended to 
enhance availability and accessibility of the arts 
for all residents, preservation of the important 
historic and cultural elements that make 
Carlsbad unique, and educational opportunities 
for lifelong learning. 
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Historic and Cultural Places and Landmarks
Carlsbad is home to many structures and places with historical and cultural 
value that help to connect the city’s heritage to its present and future, as described 
in the historical narrative above. There are three resources in Carlsbad listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places and/or the California Register of Histor-
ical Resources (see Table 7-1). In addition, there are several resources potentially 
eligible for nomination to the state or federal registers. More information on 
listed resources and potential historic resources, including addresses and a map, 
can be found in Envision Carlsbad Working Paper 4 – History, the Arts and 
Cultural Resources; High Quality Education and Community Services.  

Paleontological Resources
Paleontological resources are the remains and/or traces of prehistoric plant 
and animal life, exclusive of human remains. The formation of fossils typically 
involves the rapid burial of plant or animal remains and the formation of casts, 
molds, or impressions in the associated sediment (which subsequently becomes 
sedimentary rock). Because of this, the potential for fossil remains in a given 
geologic formation can be predicted based on known fossil occurrences from 
similar (or correlated) geologic formations in other locations. 

The City of Carlsbad contains several geologic formations that include a 
sequence of marine and non-marine sedimentary rock units that record 
portions of the last 140 million years of earth history. The geologic forma-
tions found in the city are primarily the Lusardi Formation of the Cretaceous 
Age, as well as the Santiago Formation and Del Mar Formation of the Tertiary 
Age that overlie the Lusardi Formation. The Lusardi Formation consistently 
produces significant fossils and consists of sandstones and conglomerate that 
were deposited in a shallow sea that covered the region approximately 74 million 
years ago. The Santiago Formation and Del Mar Formation make up the sand-
stones and siltstones of the La Jolla Group, which is approximately 45 million 
years old and has produced a large number of vertebrate and invertebrate fossils. 
The La Jolla Group has a high potential for containing significant fossils. Loma 
Linda terrace deposits of the Quaternary Age have the potential to contain fos-
siliferous rock from Pleistocene terrace deposits of not more than two million 
years in age. These fossils are also potentially significant.

TaBLE 7–1: CaRLSBaD NaTIONaL aND STaTE HISTORIC RESOURCES 

NAME/DESCRIPTION ADDRESS NATIONAL REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC PLACES

CALIFORNIA REGISTER 
OF HISTORIC RESOURCES

Carlsbad Santa Fe Depot 400 Carlsbad Village Dr. X

Rancho de los Kiotes (Leo Carrillo 
Ranch Historic Park)

6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Ln. X X

Frazier's Well/Alt Karlsbad 2802 Carlsbad Blvd. X
Source: Dyett & Bhatia, 2010.
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