




July 28, 2023 

Cliff Jones 

Principal Planner | Community Development Department | City of Carlsbad 

1635 Faraday Avenue 

Carlsbad, CA 92008 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

Thank you for taking the time to discuss our potential opportunities at Carlsbad Premium Outlets. We 

have had interest from multiple parties to create an experiential and immersive entertainment space within 

the existing premises. These types of experiences are more commonly known as "Escape Rooms" and I 

have attached a brochure for one specific company, "Red Door Escape Room". Within most other 

jurisdictions this user operates within, the use can be classified within definition of the zoning code as a 

"retail" use.  

As you are aware, Carlsbad Premium Outlets is located within Planning Area 6 of the Carlsbad Ranch 

Specific Plan. The Specific Plan denotes the zoning for this area as C-2-Q (General Commercial) on 

Figure 9, Specialty Retail as a Planning Area on Figure 10, and retail on Figure 12.  

Page 33 of the Specific Plan further defines the proposed uses for Planning Area 6 as defined below. 

Regional Commercial 

This category applies to Planning Area 6 for a specialty retail center with a regional focus.  Due 

to its location along Paseo Del Norte near the I-5 interchange, the Specialty Retail Area is 

planned as a more automobile oriented retail center. This would be an appropriate location for 

uses such as a factory outlet center, eating establishments, commercial uses related to agriculture, 

movie theaters, and other similar entertainment. 

The development standards and uses are further defined under Section G - Planning Area 6 - Specialty 

Retail. 1.a. Permitted Uses 

- Retail business uses;

- Garden centers and nurseries;

- Restaurants;

- Professional, business and administrative office uses;

- Medical offices;

- Personal services, such as barbers shops, beauty shops and exercise studios;

- Other retail services and administrative uses, except new or used car sales, determined by the



 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning Director City Planner to be consistent with the general character of the above listed uses 

 

Based on the above, it is my belief that an escape room type use would be allowed within Carlsbad 

Premium Outlets based on the current specific plan and zoning. This type of use does not fall within the 

definition of "entertainment" as defined in the Carlsbad, California Municipal Code, and is more closely 

aligned with a retail use classification.  

 

Thank you again for your consideration in this matter. Should you have any questions, feel free to give 

me a call to discuss further.  

 

 

Patrick Mikusky 

Director of Development 

Simon Property Group 
















