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2.1 Introduction 

Section 30222.5 Oceanfront lands; aquaculture facilities; priority  
Oceanfront land that is suitable for coastal dependent aquaculture shall be protected for that use, and proposals for 
aquaculture facilities located on those sites shall be given priority, except over other coastal dependent 
developments or uses. 
 
Section 30250 Location; existing developed area  
(a)   New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise provided in this division, shall be 

located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, existing developed areas able to accommodate it or, 
where such areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas with adequate public services and where it 
will not have significant adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, on coastal resources. In addition, 
land divisions, other than leases for agricultural uses, outside existing developed areas shall be permitted only 
where 50 percent of the usable parcels in the area have been developed and the created parcels would be no 
smaller than the average size of surrounding parcels. 

(b)  Where feasible, new hazardous industrial development shall be located away from existing developed areas. 
(c)   Visitor-serving facilities that cannot feasibly be located in existing developed areas shall be located in existing 

isolated developments or at selected points of attraction for visitors. 
 
Section 30254 Public works facilities  
New or expanded public works facilities shall be designed and limited to accommodate needs generated by 
development or uses permitted consistent with the provisions of this division; provided, however, that it is the intent 
of the Legislature that State Highway Route 1 in rural areas of the coastal zone remain a scenic two-lane road. 
Special districts shall not be formed or expanded except where assessment for, and provision of, the service would 
not induce new development inconsistent with this division. Where existing or planned public works facilities can 
accommodate only a limited amount of new development, services to coastal-dependent land use, essential public 
services and basic industries vital to the economic health of the region, state, or nation, public recreation, commercial 
recreation, and visitor-serving land uses shall not be precluded by other development. 
 
Section 30255 Priority of coastal-dependent developments  
Coastal-dependent developments shall have priority over other developments on or near the shoreline. Except as 
provided elsewhere in this division, coastal-dependent developments shall not be sited in a wetland. When 
appropriate, coastal-related developments should be accommodated within reasonable proximity to the coastal-
dependent uses they support. 
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Section 30260 Location or expansion [industrial development] 
Coastal-dependent industrial facilities shall be encouraged to locate or expand within existing sites and shall be 
permitted reasonable long-term growth where consistent with this division. However, where new or expanded 
coastal-dependent industrial facilities cannot feasibly be accommodated consistent with other policies of this 
division, they may nonetheless be permitted in accordance with this section and Sections 30261 and 30262 if (1) 
alternative locations are infeasible or more environmentally damaging; (2) to do otherwise would adversely affect 
the public welfare; and (3) adverse environmental effects are mitigated to the maximum extent feasible. 
 
Section 30264 Thermal electric generating plants  
Notwithstanding any other provision of this division except subdivisions (b) and (c) of Section 30413, new or 
expanded thermal electric generating plants may be constructed in the coastal zone if the proposed coastal site has 
been determined by the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission to have greater 
relative merit pursuant to the provisions of Section 25516.1 than available alternative sites and related facilities for 
an applicant’s service area which have been determined to be acceptable pursuant to the provisions of Section 
25516. 
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2.2 Summary of Existing Coastal Zone Land Uses  

Open Space Uses 

Residential Uses 

Nonresidential Uses 

Coastal-Dependent Uses 
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Other Uses 
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2.3 Coastal Zone Land Use Strategy 

Residential Land Uses  

R-1.5 Residential 

R-4 Residential 
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R-8 Residential 

R-15 Residential 

R-23 Residential 

R-30 Residential 

Nonresidential and Mixed Use 

Village (V) 
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Local Shopping Center (L) 

General Commercial (GC) 

Regional Commercial (R) 

Visitor Commercial (VC) 

Office (O) 

Planned Industrial (PI) 

Public (P) 

Open Space (OS) 
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Community Facilities (CF) 

Transportation Corridor (TC) 

Residential Density Standards 

Table 2-1, Residential Density Standards 

Land Use Designation Label 
Residential Density Range (minimum1 

to maximum2 dwelling units/acre) 

Residential   

R-1.5 Residential R-1.5 0 to 1.5 

R-4 Residential R-4 0 to 4 

R-8 Residential R-8 4 to 8 

R-15 Residential R-15 8 to 15 

R-23 Residential R-23 15 to 23 

R-30 Residential R-30 23 to 30 

Mixed Use   

Local Shopping Center L 15 to 303 

General Commercial GC 15 to 303 

Regional Commercial R 15 to 303 

Village V 
District 1-4: 28 to 35 

District 5-9: 18 to 23 

1. Residential development shall not be approved below this density, unless findings are made pursuant to California 
Government Code Section 65863. 

2. Residential development above the maximum density may be approved: a) when the implementing zone would permit a 
slightly higher dwelling unit yield than the maximum density (only applicable in the R-1.5 and R-4 land use designations); or 
b) when a density increase is authorized pursuant to the city’s inclusionary housing or density bonus regulations.  

3. Residential dwellings are allowed as a secondary use at a minimum density of 15 dwelling units per acre (based on 25 
percent of developable acreage).  
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2.4 Special Planning Considerations 

Sea Level Rise 

Habitat Management Plan 

McClellan-Palomar Airport 
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Cannon Road Open Space, Farming, and Public Use Corridor 
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Village and Barrio  

Carlsbad Boulevard/Agua Hedionda Center  
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Ponto/Southern Waterfront  

Murphy  
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2.5 Land Use Policies 

General Policies 
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Cannon Road Open Space, Farming, and Public Use Corridor  
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Other Land Use Policies 

 

 




