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3.1 Introduction 

Section 30213 Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities; encouragement and provision; overnight room 
rentals  
Lower cost visitor and recreational facilities shall be protected, encouraged, and, where feasible, provided. 
Developments providing public recreational opportunities are preferred. The commission shall not: (1) require that 
overnight room rentals be fixed at an amount certain for any privately owned and operated hotel, motel, or other 
similar visitor-serving facility located on either public or private lands; or (2) establish or approve any method for the 
identification of low or moderate income persons for the purpose of determining eligibility for overnight room rentals 
in any such facilities. 
 
Section 30220 Protection of certain water-oriented activities  
Coastal areas suited for water-oriented recreational activities that cannot readily be provided at inland water areas 
shall be protected for such uses. 
 
Section 30221 Oceanfront land; protection for recreational use and development  
Oceanfront land suitable for recreational use shall be protected for recreational use and development unless present 
and foreseeable future demand for public or commercial recreational activities that could be accommodated on the 
property is already adequately provided for in the area. 
 
Section 30222 Private lands; priority of development purposes 
The use of private lands suitable for visitor-serving commercial recreational facilities designed to enhance public 
opportunities for coastal recreation shall have priority over private residential, general industrial, or general 
commercial development, but not over agriculture or coastal-dependent industry. 
 
Section 30223 Upland areas  
Upland areas necessary to support coastal recreational uses shall be reserved for such uses, where feasible. 
 
Section 30224 Recreational boating use; encouragement; facilities 
Increased recreational boating use of coastal waters shall be encouraged, in accordance with this division, by 
developing dry storage areas, increasing public launching facilities, providing additional berthing space in existing 
harbors, limiting non-water-dependent land uses that congest access corridors and preclude boating support 
facilities, providing harbors of refuge, and by providing for new boating facilities in natural harbors, new protected 
water areas, and in areas dredged from dry land. 
 
Section 30234 Commercial fishing and recreational boating facilities  
Facilities serving the commercial fishing and recreational boating industries shall be protected and, where feasible, 
upgraded. Existing commercial fishing and recreational boating harbor space shall not be reduced unless the 
demand for those facilities no longer exists or adequate substitute space has been provided. Proposed recreational 
boating facilities shall, where feasible, be designed and located in such a fashion as not to interfere with the needs 
of the commercial fishing industry. 
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Section 30252(6) Maintenance and enhancement of public access  

The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public access to the coast by… (6) 

assuring that the recreational needs of new residents will not overload nearby coastal recreation areas by correlating 

the amount of development with local park acquisition and development plans with the provision of onsite 

recreational facilities to serve the new development. 
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3.2 Coastal Recreation  

Beaches 

North Carlsbad Beaches 

Carlsbad State Beach 

South Carlsbad State Beach 
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Lagoons  

Buena Vista Lagoon 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

• 

• 

• 
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Batiquitos Lagoon 

 

Public Parks, Other Recreation Facilities, and Golf Courses  
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3.3 Visitor-Serving Uses  

Visitor Attractions  

Visitor Accommodations 

Demand for Visitor Accommodations 
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Lower-Cost Overnight Accommodations 
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Table 3-1, Carlsbad Coastal Zone Hotel Inventory 

Property Smith Travel Research Cost Scale Rooms 

Days Inn Carlsbad  Economy 45 

Scandia Motel Economy 20 

Motel 6 Carlsbad East Economy 140 

Motel 6 Carlsbad South Economy 162 

Ramada Carlsbad Midscale 121 

La Quinta Inns & Suites Carlsbad Legoland Area Midscale 110 

Best Western Plus Beach View Lodge Upper Midscale 41 

Carlsbad by the Sea Resort Upper Midscale 145 

Holiday Inn Express & Suites Carlsbad Beach Upper Midscale 120 

Carlsbad Inn Beach Resort Upper Upscale 62 

Westin Carlsbad Resort & Spa Upper Upscale 208 

Sheraton Hotel Carlsbad Resort & Spa Upper Upscale 169 

West Inn & Suites @ Carlsbad Upper Upscale 86 

Cape Rey Carlsbad, a Hilton Resort Upper Upscale 215 

Legoland Castle Hotel Upscale 250 

Grand Pacific Palisades Resort Upscale 90 

Hyatt House San Diego Carlsbad Upscale 98 

Hilton Garden Inn Carlsbad Beach Upscale 161 

Ocean Palms Beach Resort Upscale 56 

Tamarack Beach Resort Luxury 23 

Legoland California Resort Hotel Luxury 250 

Beach Terrace Inn Luxury 48 

Four Seasons Residence Club Aviara Luxury 42 

Park Hyatt Aviara Resort Luxury 327 

Total Hotel Rooms 2,989 

South Carlsbad State Beach Campground  Lower-Cost 
(per the average daily rate for “Economy” 
hotels) 

222 

Total Accommodations 3,211 

Source: Smith Travel Research, October 2018 
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3.4 Recreation and Visitor-Serving Uses Policies 

Recreational Use Policies 
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Visitor-Serving Use Policies 
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