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5.1 Introduction 

Section 30113 Prime agricultural land  
"Prime agricultural land" means those lands defined in paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (4) of subdivision (c) of Section 
51201 of the Government Code. 
 

Section 30171.5 City of Carlsbad; local coastal program; mitigation fee for development on non-prime 
agricultural lands; priorities   
(a)   The amount of the mitigation fee for development on nonprime agricultural lands in the coastal zone in the City 

of Carlsbad that lie outside of the areas described in subdivision (f) of Section 30170 and subdivision (b) of 
Section 30171 shall be determined in the applicable segment of the local coastal program of the City of 
Carlsbad, but shall not be less than five thousand dollars ($5,000), nor more than ten thousand dollars 
($10,000), per acre. All mitigation fees collected under this section shall be deposited in the State Coastal 
Conservancy Fund. 

 
(b)   All mitigation fees collected pursuant to this section are hereby appropriated to, and shall be expended by, the 

State Coastal Conservancy in the following order of priority: 
(1) Restoration of natural resources and wildlife habitat in Batiquitos Lagoon. 
(2) Development of an interpretive center at Buena Vista Lagoon. 
(3) Provision of access to public beaches in the City of Carlsbad. 
(4) Any other project or activity benefiting or enhancing the use of natural resources, including open field 

cultivated floriculture, in the coastal zone in the City of Carlsbad that is provided for in the local coastal 
program of the City of Carlsbad. 

 
(c)   The State Coastal Conservancy may establish a special account in the State Coastal Conservancy Fund and 

deposit mitigation fees collected pursuant to this section in the special account. Any interest accruing on that 
money in the special account shall be expended pursuant to subdivision (b). 

 
(d)   Not less than 50 percent of collected and bonded mitigation fees shall be expended for the purpose specified 

in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b). 
 
(e)   Other than to mitigate the agricultural conversion impacts for which they are collected, none of the mitigation 

fees collected pursuant to this section shall be used for elements of a project which cause that project to be in 
compliance with this division or to mitigate a project which would otherwise be inconsistent with this division. 
When reviewing a potential project for consistency with this subdivision, the State Coastal Conservancy shall 
consult with the commission. 
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Section 30241 Prime agricultural land; maintenance in agricultural production  
The maximum amount of prime agricultural land shall be maintained in agricultural production to assure the 
protection of the areas’ agricultural economy, and conflicts shall be minimized between agricultural and urban land 
uses through all of the following:  
(a)    By establishing stable boundaries separating urban and rural areas, including, where necessary, clearly defined 

buffer areas to minimize conflicts between agricultural and urban land uses.  
 
(b)    By limiting conversions of agricultural lands around the periphery of urban areas to the lands where the viability 

of existing agricultural use is already severely limited by conflicts with urban uses or where the conversion of 
the lands would complete a logical and viable neighborhood and contribute to the establishment of a stable 
limit to urban development.  

 
(c)   By permitting the conversion of agricultural land surrounded by urban uses where the conversion of the land 

would be consistent with Section 30250.  
 
(d)   By developing available lands not suited for agriculture prior to the conversion of agricultural lands. 
 
(e)   By assuring public service and facility expansions and nonagricultural development do not impair agricultural 

viability either through increased assessment costs or degraded air and water quality.  
 
(f)   By assuring that all divisions of prime agricultural lands, except those conversions approved pursuant to 

subdivision (b), and all development adjacent to prime agricultural lands shall not diminish the productivity of 
such prime agricultural lands. 

 
Section 30241.5 Agricultural land; determination of viability of uses; economic feasibility evaluation  
(a)   If the viability of existing agricultural uses is an issue pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 30241 as to any 

local coastal program or amendment to any certified local coastal program submitted for review and approval 
under this division, the determination of "viability" shall include, but not be limited to, consideration of an 
economic feasibility evaluation containing at least both of the following elements:  

 
(1)  An analysis of the gross revenue from the agricultural products grown in the area for the five years 

immediately preceding the date of the filing of a proposed local coastal program or an amendment to any 
local coastal program.  

 
(2)   An analysis of the operational expenses, excluding the cost of land, associated with the production of the 

agricultural products grown in the area for the five years immediately preceding the date of the filing of a 
proposed local coastal program or an amendment to any local coastal program.  

 
        For purposes of this subdivision, "area" means a geographic area of sufficient size to provide an accurate 

evaluation of the economic feasibility of agricultural uses for those lands included in the local coastal 
program or in the proposed amendment to a certified local coastal program.  

 
(b)   The economic feasibility evaluation required by subdivision (a) shall be submitted to the commission, by the 

local government, as part of its submittal of a local coastal program or an amendment to any local coastal 
program. If the local government determines that it does not have the staff with the necessary expertise to 
conduct the economic feasibility evaluation, the evaluation may be conducted under agreement with the local 
government by a consultant selected jointly by local government and the executive director of the commission. 
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Section 30242 Lands suitable for agricultural use; conversion  
All other lands suitable for agricultural use shall not be converted to nonagricultural uses unless (l) continued or 
renewed agricultural use is not feasible, or (2) such conversion would preserve prime agricultural land or concentrate 
development consistent with Section 30250. Any such permitted conversion shall be compatible with continued 
agricultural use on surrounding lands.  
 
Section 30244 Archaeological or paleontological resources  
Where development would adversely impact archaeological or paleontological resources as identified by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, reasonable mitigation measures shall be required. 
 
Section 30251 Scenic and visual qualities  
The scenic and visual qualities of coastal areas shall be considered and protected as a resource of public 
importance. Permitted development shall be sited and designed to protect views to and along the ocean and scenic 
coastal areas, to minimize the alteration of natural land forms, to be visually compatible with the character of 
surrounding areas, and, where feasible, to restore and enhance visual quality in visually degraded areas. New 
development in highly scenic areas such as those designated in the California Coastline Preservation and 
Recreation Plan prepared by the Department of Parks and Recreation and by local government shall be subordinate 
to the character of its setting. 
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5.2 Agriculture 

Protection and Conversion of Agriculture 

Table 5-1, Actions that Direct Protection and Conversion of Agricultural Lands  

Date   Action 

1982 Approval of Carlsbad Local Coastal Program – Agua Hedionda Segment 

1984 

1987 

1996 

Coastal Act Section 30171.5 established the Statutory Program  

1985 

2004  
Approval of Carlsbad Agriculture Conversion Mitigation Program 

2006 Voter approval of Proposition D - Preserve the Flower and Strawberry Fields and Save Carlsbad 
Taxpayers’ Money 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon  
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Coastal Act Section 30171.5 – Statutory Program 

Carlsbad Agriculture Conversion Mitigation Program 
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Table 5-2, Types of Projects Awarded Agriculture Conversion Mitigation Fee Funds  

In alphabetical order 

Aquaculture enhancement Floral Trade Center improvements 

Beach bluff restoration Flower Fields projects and improvements 

Beach sand nourishment Lagoon nature center improvements 

Farmworker housing development Lagoon sediment monitoring 

Field crop and orchard installation Lagoon trails improvements 

Cannon Road Open Space, Farming, and Public Use Corridor  
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5.3 Paleontological and Cultural Resources 

Paleontological Resources 
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Cultural Resources 

Native American Cultures in Carlsbad  

Native American History in Carlsbad 
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Consultation with Native American Tribes 
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Euro-American History in Carlsbad 
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Table 5-3, Carlsbad Historic Resources in the Coastal Zone  

Name/Description Address NRHP1 CRHR2 

Carlsbad Santa Fe Depot 400 Carlsbad Village Dr. X  

Frazier's Well/Alt Karlsbad 2802 Carlsbad Blvd.  X 

1. National Register of Historic Places 

2. California Register of Historic Resources  
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5.4 Scenic Resources 

Carlsbad’s Scenic Coastal Resources 

Quality of Scenic Coastal Resources 
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Table 5-4, Public Scenic Viewing Areas 

Public Streets 

Description Location Provides Views To 

Jefferson Street From: Northern city boundary (at Hwy. 78) 

To: Buena Vista Way 

Buena Vista Lagoon  

Ocean Street From: Public beach access entrance (at Rue Des Chateaux) 

To: Southern street terminus (at public beach parking lot) 

Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Carlsbad Boulevard From: Northern city boundary  

To: Northern railroad right-of-way 

Buena Vista Lagoon 

From: Pine Avenue 

To: Northern property boundary of 5001 Tierra Del Oro 
Street (approx. 635 feet north of Cannon Road) 

Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

From: Northern property boundary of 5305 Carlsbad Blvd. 
(approx. 100 feet south of Shore Drive southern 
terminus) 

To: Southern city boundary 

Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Park Drive From: Kelly Drive 

To: Neblina Drive 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Adams Street From: Most easterly point where the street abuts the most 
easterly parcel fronting Agua Hedionda Lagoon  

To: Harrison Street 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Harrison Street From: Adams Street 

To: Most westerly point where the street abuts the most 
westerly parcel fronting Agua Hedionda Lagoon  

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Cannon Road From: El Camino Real 

To: Car Country Drive 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Pacific Ocean 

Tierra Del Oro Adjacent to oceanfront parcels Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Shore Drive Adjacent to oceanfront parcels Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Armada Drive From: Southern property boundary of Carlsbad Ranch 
Specific Plan Planning Area 4a 

To: Northern property boundary of Carlsbad Ranch Specific 
Plan Planning Area 20 

The Flower Fields 

Pacific Ocean 

Palomar Airport Road From: Railroad 

To: Carlsbad Boulevard (southbound lane) 

Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Arenal Road From: El Camino Real 

To: Columbine Drive 

Batiquitos Lagoon 

Batiquitos Drive From: Spoonbill Lane (northern terminus) 

To: Golden Star Lane 

Batiquitos Lagoon 

El Camino Real From: Arenal Drive 

To: La Costa Avenue 

Batiquitos Lagoon 

La Costa Avenue From: El Camino Real 

To: City boundary on west side of Interstate 5 

Batiquitos Lagoon 



PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT 2019 

5-28 

Table 5-4, Public Scenic Viewing Areas 

Public Trails 

Description Location Provides Views To 

Existing and Future 
Public Trails 

Between Carlsbad Boulevard and the ocean shoreline Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Along the southern shoreline of Buena Vista Lagoon Buena Vista Lagoon 

Behind the residential lots along Sunnyhill Drive and Horizon 
Drive 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Along the northern and southern shorelines of Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Between Cannon Road and Agua Hedionda Lagoon Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Between Cannon Road and Armada Drive Pacific Ocean 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Along the northern shoreline of Batiquitos Lagoon Batiquitos Lagoon 

Public Parks/Gathering Sites 

Description Location Provides Views To 

Maxton Brown Park 500 Laguna Drive Buena Vista Lagoon 

Triangle Park West side of Carlsbad Boulevard at Pine Avenue Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Cannon Road Park 4950 Carlsbad Boulevard Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Agua Hedionda Lagoon 
Discovery Center 

1580 Cannon Road Agua Hedionda Lagoon 

Carlsbad State 
Campground 

West side of Carlsbad Boulevard from approximately 350 
feet north of Island Way to Avenida Encinas 

Pacific Ocean and 
beaches 

Batiquitos Lagoon 
Nature Center 

North side of Batiquitos Lagoon approximately 300 feet 
south of the southern terminus of Gabbiano Lane 

Batiquitos Lagoon 
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5.5 Agricultural, Cultural and Scenic Resources Policies  

Agricultural Resources 
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Paleontological and Cultural Resources  
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Scenic and Visual Resource Policies   
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