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Introduction 
 
The City of Carlsbad approaches community 
engagement based on several key principles: 
 

 Members of the public have a right to be 
involved in decisions affecting their lives.  

 Adequate time and resources are provided to 
allow for meaningful public involvement.   

 The public involvement planning process is 
begun at the earliest stages of decision-making. 

 Opportunities for public involvement are clearly 
defined, including the decision or decisions to 
be made, the decision-making process and how 
the public has influenced the decision. 

 It is the city’s responsibility to seek out and facilitate 
the involvement of those interested in or affected by a decision. The city errs on the side 
of reaching out to people who might not be interested, rather than potentially missing 
people who are. 

 Diverse participation helps ensure a broad range of perspectives is considered. 

 Public involvement processes are designed to enable members of the public to 
participate in ways comfortable and convenient for them. 

 City staff provide balanced and factual information to the public and do not engage in 
advocacy.  

 Public dialogue strives for a focus on values over interests and positions. 

 Members of the public do not need to have technical expertise to provide valuable 
input. Their everyday experiences as members of the community have intrinsic value to 
even the most complex and technical decisions. 

 Public involvement planning is coordinated across all city departments to ensure 
consistency and avoid process fatigue. 
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Project background 
 
The City of Carlsbad currently operates out of more than a dozen locations, some of which are 
approaching the end of their useful life. Even though most city work has been done at remote 
locations since March 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, city employees will eventually 
return to their offices to serve the public in person.  
 
Having everyone in one location will make doing city business more efficient for workers and 
more convenient for community members. That is why the city is planning a new consolidated 
city hall where the main administrative functions of the city could operate out of one location 
while creating a more functional City Council chamber and other meeting rooms, as well as 
future opportunities for civic center uses.  
 
Money has already been set aside from developer fees to cover construction costs. This money 
may only be used for purposes such as a city hall or other civic building. 
 
Four city-owned locations are being considered:  

• Existing City Hall location off Carlsbad Village Drive 

• Senior Center/Pine Avenue Community Park in the Village/Barrio 

• Property at the corner of El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 

• Existing Faraday Administration Center west of El Camino Real 
 

Phase one public outreach 
During phase one of the public involvement process, conducted between May – July 2018, the 
city sought input on the community’s values, needs and priorities related to a new city hall and 
civic center. This phase did not focus on specific sites; rather the overall goals for the project.  
 
Outreach included: 

• Stakeholder interviews 

• Two community workshops with approximately 200 participants  

• Public online survey and direct communication to frequent users of the Faraday Center 
public counter and City Council Chamber with approximately 1,000 responses   

 
In this first phase of public input, community members expressed the importance of: 

• Co-locating city hall with a civic center that provides a variety of flexible indoor and 
outdoor multi-use arts and cultural facilities 

• Including City Council Chamber as part of a multifunctional space with expanded space 
for the public at City Council meetings and include indoor overflow space 

• Ensuring sufficient parking within a reasonable distance 

• Providing ample, comfortable waiting space with suitable facilities for work and 
interaction with staff at the government center 
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In addition to outreach specifically related to the city hall and civic center project, the city 
recently completed an assessment of the need for additional cultural venues in Carlsbad.  This 
include outreach to 61 individuals representing the City of Carlsbad, Carlsbad arts organizations 
and regional artists and other interested organizations. This study found: 
 

• There are gaps in the current inventory of venues within the market area for cultural 
facilities, which is identified by the consultants as a 20-mile radius from the Ruby G. 
Schulman Auditorium located in the Carlsbad City Library complex.  

o This suggests the need for a high-quality performance facility in the market. 

• There is an opportunity for a high quality, outdoor venue that can be used throughout 
the year for performances and events. 

• Local art organizations have expressed interest in utilizing a new performing arts facility 
in Carlsbad.  

o Most of these organizations have demand for space that can accommodate 
music or dance.  

o Important facility features include rehearsal space, a flexible seating 
arrangement, sufficient back-of-house support spaces, a catering kitchen and 
lobby/box office space. 

• A performing and visual arts facility in Carlsbad could benefit the community by creating 
a sense of place, helping to support and diversify tourism, and retaining arts spending in 
the community. 

 
These findings are relevant because future civic center uses could include arts venues. 
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Phase two public outreach 
The project team used the input gathered during the initial outreach to explore how each site 
could potentially accommodate the needs and priorities of the community. Site maps were 
prepared to show potential uses and configurations. 
 
City staff used an online survey due to restrictions on gathering due to COVID-19.  
 
Online survey 
Nov. 12 – Dec. 13, 2020 
663 participants 
221 comments 
 
The opportunity to take the survey was promoted through the following channels: 

• Eblasts to the new city hall & civic center interest list, which includes survey takers who 
participated in the previous public counter and customer surveys   

• Social media posts on Facebook, Twitter, Nextdoor and Instagram 

• Targeted Facebook posts to Carlsbad residents between Nov. 24 – Dec. 10 

• Carlsbad webpages including the home page and public input page 

• City Manager Update eblast 

• Communication and eblasts to members of the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce and 
Carlsbad Village Association  

• Village and Barrio newsletter/eblast regarding specific neighborhood construction 
projects 

 
 
Input summary 
The online survey input should be considered qualitative, meaning the results cannot be 
generalized to the Carlsbad population within a known margin of error. 
 
That’s why the input in this report should be considered with a similar weight as other 
qualitative forms of feedback that have always been part of the city’s decision-making process, 
such as comments made at City Council meeting or emails sent to the city expressing an 
opinion.   
 
Public input received included: (included in the appendix) 

• Survey responses 

• Open ended comments about perceived opportunities and concerns related to each site  

• Letter from a former Carlsbad Planning Commissioner  

• Letter from the County of San Diego Department of Public Works, Airports Division 
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Summary 
 
Q1. What is a word or phrase that describes what you would want in a new city 
hall and civic center?  

 
Q2. Please drag and drop the items below in order of importance (1 being the 
most important, 10 being the least important) when considering the location for a 
new city hall and civic center.  
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In the graphic above, the answer choice with the largest average ranking number is the most 
preferred choice. The largest number of people chose “Easy to find and get to” as their number 
one priority.  
 
The lowest priority considerations were: being close to the city’s historic downtown Village 
area; being close to the geographic center of the city; cost of construction; and does not cause 
noise problems for neighboring properties.  
 
Members of the public were then presented with a site map and characteristics of each of the 
locations being considered and asked the same questions of each site. Site descriptions start on 
page 20.  

 
 
Comparing the four different proposed City Hall locations.  
 

Q1 - This location is a good site for new community spaces such as a performing 
arts theater, multi-use amphitheater or outdoor plaza. 
 
For question #1, the location with the highest “strongly agree” and “agree” votes was:  
Location 3 at Faraday Avenue and El Camino Real.  
 
The location with the highest “strongly disagree” and “disagree” votes was: 
Location 4, at Existing Faraday Administration Center.  

 
Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
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Location 2 – Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 

 
 
 
Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
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Location 4 – Existing Faraday Administration Center 

Q2 - This location is close to existing community spaces and services. 

For question #2, the location with the highest “strongly agree” and “agree” votes was: 
Location 1 at Existing City Hall Site.  

The location with the highest “strongly disagree” and “disagree” votes was: 
Location 4, at Existing Faraday Administration Center.  

Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
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Location 2 – Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 

 
 
 
Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
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Location 4 – Existing Faraday Administration Center  
 
 

 
 

Q3 – This location is easy to find and get to. 
 
For question #3, the location with the highest “strongly agree” and “agree” votes was:  
Location 3 at Faraday Avenue and El Camino Real.  
 
The location with the highest “strongly disagree” and “disagree” votes was: 
Location 4, at Existing Faraday Administration Center.  

 
Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
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Location 2 – Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 

 
 
 
Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue  
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Location 4 – Existing Faraday Administration Center 
 
 

 
 

Q4 – This location is compatible with the surrounding area. 
 
For question #4, the location with the highest “strongly agree” and “agree” votes was: 
Location 3 at Faraday Avenue and El Camino Real.  
 
The location with the highest “strongly disagree” and “disagree” votes was: 
Location 4, at Existing Faraday Administration Center. 
 
Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
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Location 2 – Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 
 

 
 
Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
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Location 4 – Existing Faraday Administration Center 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Q5 - I would enjoy visiting this location. 
 
For question #5, the location with the highest “strongly agree” and “agree” votes was: 
Location 3 at Faraday Avenue and El Camino Real.  
 
The location with the highest “strongly disagree” and “disagree” votes was: 
Location 4, at Existing Faraday Administration Center. 
 

Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
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Location 2 – Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 

 
 
Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
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Location 4 – Existing Faraday Administration Center  
 
 

 
 
Q6 - What Zip Code do you live in? 
 

 
 

Zip code 92008 = 343 
Zip code 92009 = 179 
Zip code 92010 = 142 
Zip code 92011 = 122 
Zip code 92054 = 4 
 
 

Zip Code

92008 92009 92010 92011 92054
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Key Themes from 222 Comments (some comments referenced multiple themes) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Centric 

 
Community 

space 

    
Accessibility 

 

Walkability 
 

Parking 

 
 

Noise 

 
 

Capacity 
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Descriptions of each site  
 
Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
 
The facility has the following features: 

• 11 acres 

• Includes a new, larger Georgina Cole Library 

• 4-6 acres for new community uses 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 

• Carlsbad Village and Barrio 

• Monroe Street Pool 

• Pine Avenue Community Center, Park and Senior Center 

• Harding Community Center 

• Fire Station 1 

• Library Learning Center 

• Holiday Park 
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Location 2 - Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 
The facility has the following features: 

• 12 acres 

• Could accommodate a relocated and larger Cole Library 

• 0 acres for new uses, but existing community center, senior center, gardens, park and 
fields would remain 
 

Nearby existing community spaces include:   

• Senior Center 

• Community Center 

• Pine Ave Park 

• Carlsbad Village and Barrio 

• Community garden and ornamental garden area 

• Chase Field 

• Harding Community Center 

• Fire Station 1 

• Library Learning Center 

• Holiday Park 
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Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
 
This site features: 

• 13.5 acres 

• 5-6 acres for new community uses 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 

• Police and Fire headquarters 

• Emergency Operations Center 

• Safety Training Center 

• Fire Station 5 

• Carlsbad Skate Park 

• Carlsbad Municipal Water District 

• The Crossings at Carlsbad golf course 

• Alga Norte Park and Aquatic Center 

• Dove Library, Ruby G. Shulman Auditorium, and the William D. Cannon Art Gallery 

• City parks 
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Location 4- Existing Faraday Administration Center 
 
This site features: 

• 8 acres 

• 0 acres for new community uses 

• City does not own entire property 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 

• Police and Fire headquarters 

• Emergency Operations Center 

• Safety Training Center 

• Fire Station 5 

• Carlsbad Skate Park 

• Carlsbad Municipal Water District 

• The Crossings at Carlsbad golf course 

• Alga Norte Park and Aquatic Center 

• Dove Library, Ruby G. Shulman Auditorium, and the William D. Cannon Art Gallery 

• City parks 
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Next Steps 
 
This report will be presented to the Carlsbad City Council to assist in choosing a site for the new 
city hall and civic center. 
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Public outreach efforts  
 
Phase two input was publicized through:  

• Eblasts to the new city hall & civic center interest list, which includes survey takers who 
participated in the previous public counter and customer surveys   

• Organic social media posts on Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor  

• Targeted Facebook posts to Carlsbad residents between Nov. 24 – Dec. 10. 

• Carlsbad webpages including the home page and public input page 

• City Manager Update eblast 

• Communication and eblasts to members of the Carlsbad Chamber of Commerce and 
Carlsbad Village Association  

• Village and Barrio newsletter/eblast regarding specific neighborhood construction 
projects 

 
Eblast: 
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Facebook and Twitter input  
 
Invitations to participate in the survey were posted on a regular basis through the official City of 
Carlsbad Facebook and Twitter accounts.  
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A number of survey related comments were posted in response to the Facebook targeted posts 
for the online survey. Below are the verbatim comments. 
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NextDoor post  
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Carlsbad Business Chamber 

Eblast  
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Online Survey  
 
3,383  Total visits to online survey and mapping tool 
1, 405  Unique people who viewed the online survey and mapping tool 
3:28  Avg Time (min) spent on the online tool  
991  Survey responses on the site  
663  Unique people who provided input  
221  Comments 
 
The survey began with an open-ended question asking participants to answer the following:  
 

What is a word or phrase that describes what you would want in a new city hall 
and civic center?  
 
130 people answered this question (answers are verbatim): 
 
#3-Central location/room for amphitheater  
7327 Bolero, Carlsbad, CA 92009  
Access for all  
Accessibility  
Accessibility   
accessible   
Accessible  
A center of pride for Carlsbad that is not just administration but a celebration of heritage, art 
and culture.   
A central location for services and gatherings for all of Carlsbad.   
A destination for civics, entertainment, and culture  
A gathering place  
All city services in one location.  
A lot of space for residents to easily use the center.  
A place to be proud to call our town center  
Approachability   
As many transactions and communication can be done online, please downsize the buildings 
taking that in consideration. We don't need a pretentious "City Hall". Just make it secure and 
efficient and green. Keep in mind that there are few options for reducing homeless people 
sleeping in public areas so reduce the availability of these areas surrounding the building.   
Attractive   
beautiful  
Better ADA compliznce  
big space with central location  
Bring community together   
Business and community  
Carlsbad  
CARLSBAD  
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Carlsbad Center  
CARLSBAD COMMONS  
central, convenient, sustainable  
centralized location for all departments  
centralized location for services, community, council funcions  
central location  
Central location   
Centrally accessible to all citizens  
Centrally located  
centrally located hub of city activity  
Centrally located to all residences and businesses  
Classy  
Close to village center  
community  
Community   
Community and home town feel  
community center for events, art and culture performances  
community gathering center  
Community gathering space  
Community hub  
community pride  
community pride & connection  
Comprehensive  
Connected  
Connectedness  
Consolidation  
Convenience  
Convenient  
Convenient   
Convenient, Accessible and Iconic  
Cool architecture  
Cost and environmental impact   
Diversity of events.  
Do not move the City Hall!  
Do not touch Smerdu gardens!!! We don't need new buildings!  
Do not want it.  
don't need a new one  
downtown revitalization  
ease of access  
Easily accessible  
Easily accessible.  
Easy to access  
Easy to get to and aesthetically appealing  
Economically conservative  
efficient  
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Efficient.  
Eventful   
Excellent Architecture  
Faraday is the most practical option  
flag ship facility for workers and community   
Focus because City Hall should be in a physical & intellectual position to focus on what is best 
for Carlsbad.  
functional   
Functional  
Functionally streamlined for maximum efficiency  
Good use of tax dollars  
Inclusion  
Inclusive  
innovative  
in or near southern Carlsbad 92009  
In the city center!  
In the village  
Jewel and community friendly  
Large enough for community  
Larger facility with more parking.  
Local access  
Location  
make a great City Hall / Civic Center we are proud of  
Modern.  
Modern inviting  
Multiple locations for easy access to all citizens. Bigger is not better.  
Multi-Purpose Use...a place by the city...for the city.  
Not in the Village  
One-stop  
One stop shop  
open public space.  
Performance hall  
Plenty of parking for everyone  
Practicality  
pride  
Provide a city civic center in the village  
Proximity to downtown/historic Carlsbad  
Proximity to the City's historic heart!  
Recognizes the heritage of Carlsbad  
Room and accessibility  
Safe and accessible  
same architecture feel as historic buildings in Village  
sense of community  
State of the art technology  
sustainable  
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Sustainable  
Synergy with its surrounding area  
The Heart of Olde Carlsbad  
The heart of the city  
Think big  
Timeless architecture and plentiful outdoor gathering space with thoughtful design to promote 
a sense of place  
To Preserve and Celebrate the History of Carlsbad   
unobtrusive  
User friendly  
Village location  
Vista  
Vitality   
Welcome feeling  
Welcoming  
Welcoming, inviting  
Welcoming space that unites and serves the people  
Why do we need new buildings?? 
 

Q2. Please drag and drop the items below in order of importance (1 being the 
most important, 10 being the least important) when considering the location for a 
new city hall and civic center.  
 

 

Q3. What zip code do you live in? (Only received 8 answers at this point of survey) 
 
92008, 92009, 92010, 92011, 92057, 92081, 92104, 92106  
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After answering the questions above, respondents were invited to answer the same set of 
questions for each of the four sites in a multiple-choice format. These questions also offered 
the opportunity for participants to provide open ended comments about all four individual 
locations under two categories: Questions and Comments (yellow rows), and Opportunities and 
Ideas (green rows).  

Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
 
This site features: 

• 11 acres 

• Includes a new, larger Georgina Cole Library 

• 4-6 acres for new community uses 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 

• Carlsbad Village and Barrio 

• Monroe Street Pool 

• Pine Avenue Community Center, Park and Senior Center 

• Harding Community Center 

• Fire Station 1 

• Library Learning Center 

• Holiday Park 
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Q1 - This location is a good site for new community spaces such as a performing 
arts theater, multi-use amphitheater or outdoor plaza. 
 

 
 
Q2 - This location is close to existing community spaces and services. 
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Q3 - This location is easy to find and get to. 
 

 
 
Q4 - This location is compatible with the surrounding area. 
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Q5 - I would enjoy visiting this location. 
 

 

 
 
Location 1 – Existing City Hall Site 
 
Green: Opportunities and ideas  Yellow: Questions and concerns   
 

LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1 This site is nice since existing City services are on the site. While it is close to 
The Village, I-5 is a visual and psychological barrier that makes it feel separate, 
and I think that'll reduce the neighborhood foot traffic arriving at the site. 

Location 1 Perfect place for a multi-use amphitheater and performing arts theater! 

Location 1 Keep the city hall here, it is wasteful to move. 

Location 1 Utilize more virtual communication and keep City Hall here as is.   
Showcase the community garden and augment with parklike walkways nearby.  
Might justify creating access to the Village/Barrio bypassing hazardous crossing 
of I-5.  
Arts structure might work well here attracting evening visitors not increasing 
daytime traffic. 

Location 1 Keep the community garden and library. Add housing here, so we can get 
more people in the Village in the evening on a regular basis. City Hall and a 
Civic Center will not add that vitality 7/24/365. Lots of examples of this, ie San 
Diego City Hall and the Civic Center were downtown in 1980's, but it did not 
help revitalization, that only happened when residential was built. This is close 
to the Village, but yet won't destroy it. Also include Underpass at Grand and a 
bike blvd to coast. 

Location 1 The site is large enough (with underground/under building parking) to 
accommodate other civic uses, in addition to city hall and Cole Library. 

Location 1 I like that this is the historical location and that it is relatively close to the 
Village. 
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LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1 This would be a great space for a performing arts center in addition to the new 
city hall. The location is within walking distance to downtown Carlsbad and 
convenient transportation. 

Location 1 I think this is the second best location after Faraday and El Camino Real. This is 
the second largest site allowing room to consolidate multiple city services. It is 
highly accessible from the freeway and just up the street from the Village.  
Adjacent to existing city buildings is a bonus. 

Location 1 I think this is a great location.  However, my assumption is that the library, 
community garden and sculpture garden would remain, even if they had to be 
relocated within the area. 
 
Parking spaces are an issue because no one likes multi-story parking 
structures.  Perhaps parking could be at the ground floor, or underground for 
each structure built? 
 
This area is already well-known and easy to get to now. 

Location 1 Good access to the Village, quite walkable. 

Location 1 City City spent a lot of money recently upgrading the the current City Hall, 
which seems odd if it may not be ultimately located there.  Will all the 
improvements the City just spent $ on have to be torn-down if a new Civic 
Center is built there?  If so, then the Civic Center should be located in the 
Center of the City location. If all the City's recent improvements will stay then 
it could make sense for the new civic center to be added there. 

Location 1 I like the idea of keeping city hall where it has historically been located. Adding 
a larger, better library is a plus, plus having 6 acres to add a community space 
sounds like a great idea. It's near high traffic, high-density population areas, 
right off the freeway, so it would not add to street traffic as much as option 2. 

Location 1 I like this location as it is away from the most crowded area in the city but 
easily accessible. I'd like this space to be a place where outdoor activities and 
music take center stage. Having free, downtown parking site for busy summer 
months would be a real asset.  It would not change the feel of the area, as 
opposed to putting city hall at the senior center. 

Location 1 Relocate and expand Cole Library to the Pine Ave parcel such that it has the 
same scale and parking as Dove.  This will allow for increase administrative 
usage of the existing City Hall parcel and allow us to keep city hall in it's 
historic location. 

Location 1 This historic location offers the ability for residents to interact with the 
community in close proximity to the historic downtown including 
entertainment and transportation.  It also allows staff the ability to avail 
themselves of (and support) Village businesses, such as restaurants, shopping, 
etc.  As the Village matures, this site will become an increasingly central 
location to downtown.  There are many reasons most cities in the U.S. have 
their City Hall in/near their downtown. 
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LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1 I like that it is close to freeway, rail and bus access, that the city owns the land 
and there is plenty of space, and that it is next to the historic center of 
Carlsbad. 

Location 1 There is talk of making an 5 Underpass/ Over pass at the end of Grand Ave  in 
to Pio Pico.  If this site is used, this would be a good Opportunity to make 
Grand Ave. the walkable, accessible area for Civic functions, gathering, 
Celebrations.  I am still trying how to fit all the EE's in this new building and 
have all the activities mentioned which I think would be great if it could be 
done safely.   I believe Post Covid we CAN NOT have the density that we have 
grown so accustomed too. 

Location 1 In my opinion the current City Hall site makes the most sense. 

Location 1 Best site 
Ocean view 
Easy freeway access 
Existing library  
Historically city hall  
Village and restaurants walking distance 

Location 1 I feel we would best be served using the newly redone city hall and adjacent 
land. This is a central location. 

Location 1 Revitalize the existing City Hall, in compliance with Carlsbad’s community 
vision. 

Location 1 I think that the current location is great. It's near the freeway, so it is fairly 
coinvent for people in all parts of Carlsbad to get here. Additionally, in recent 
years we have already seen more resources put into South Carlsbad when 
compared to Northern Carlsbad. Keeping City Hall in this area and expanding it 
here is a good way to put resources back into this part of the community. 

Location 1 If a pedestrian/bicycle tunnel could connect this site to Grand avenue, that 
would be really helpful to make this an extension of our mostly-walkable part 
of the village. 

Location 1 We’re not a “locals call it Elms Street“ family, but we like the idea of getting to 
the historical location. It really re-introduces it to the heart of the city. We 
have many great shopping and community areas but this gets us back to 
where the town started. The train station, downtown, the barrio, the shops 
along State Street, Roosevelt, Jefferson etc.  An above ground/below ground 
parking structure with excess capacity would provide public parking for the 
marathon and other downtown events. 

Location 1 Our new city hall should be near the center of Carlsbad so that all residents 
can have equal access to it.  The current location feels like it only serves the 
northern part of our city. 

Location 1 An amphitheater here is a bad idea.  The sound from the freeway and from the 
fire station across the street will disrupt performances. 
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LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1  Why isn't the Smerdu Community Garden listed as an asset/community service 
for this location?The garden is an important and historic community resource.  
It should be maintained. 

Location 1 The new civic center with community spaces should be here where the old city 
hall is. Close to The Village, library, ocean, nearby parks and the existing 
century-old infrastructure in the Olde Carlsbad area. 
The new city hall and the rest of the city government buildings should be at 
Farady where most of the new city buildings. 

Location 1 Build over Carlsbad Village Drive and you can have event space or conference 
rooms with ocean views. 

Location 1 I would like to see an underpass on Grand Ave that would lead to the current 
City Hall location should that one be selected.   This access would do at least 
two important things:  1, it would allow everyone have safe access to City Hall 
rather than half to cross dangerous street from Freeway on ramps and 
Freeway exits.  These two locations on Carlsbad Village Drive can keep me 
from the Library and City Hall business.    
2.  Have this underpass would make a good connection to the Village area, 

Location 1 We really don't need another performing arts center.  Don't need to update 
the Cole Library either.  Build a City Hall with some outdoor gathering.  No 
residential in any City Hall plan.  Seems like you have added items that are 
extras that we don't need.  Put extra money into emergency fund or return to 
taxpayers. 

Location 1 Putting new city hall complex here would eliminate the historic Smerdu garden 
where some folks have had plots over ten years. 

Location 1 Fitting all the possible uses people have come up with would be using a 
shoehorn to fit projects into an existing neighborhood.  Not only would 
facilities need to be built, but adequate new parking to support this. 
This project deserves to have the space to expand and be what folks want it to 
be.   

Location 1 Do not eliminate the Smerdu Community Garden. Seems like some existing 
buildings would be demolished.  
Not clear there is enough space in this location. 
I-5 obstructs pedestrian access from the Village.  
More activity would could mean traffic issues. 

Location 1 The site is not located west of I-5 or directly in the Village. Access under/over I-
5 is not adequate or safe. 

Location 1 The highway noise would be detrimental to outdoor performances and I 
believe parking would be an issue. 

Location 1 Since consolidation of City services is intended, this is not the most convenient 
location for most of Carlsbadians. 

Location 1 Parking sucks. Traffic congestion would increase. Not in favor of this at all. 
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LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1 This location is not centrally located in this city.  Residents in the southern 
portion of Carlsbad do not find it convenient to attend events here. 

Location 1 city hall and civic center: yes; amphiteater and outdoor plaza: NO. Use of this 
site will require creative design and perhaps too much is being expected of this 
site. 

Location 1 It should be a place that inspires civic pride. This place is not even accessible 
by public transit. We need to do better. 

Location 1 To put it simply, Transportation is an UNFUNDED MANDATE IN THE CITY OF 
CARLSBAD.  
 Transportation to this site is poor. 

Location 1 While I support using this site, I am puzzled where all the parking will be 
located given that It is mentioned that a consolidation of Staff is the Idea way 
to go.  There still has to be satellite offices especially for Fire and Police and 
more. 

Location 1 Develop this Original area carsbad Village Dr.  With one Caveat: 
My Senior friends who walk  have more than a difficult time WALKING TO THE 
CURRENT LOCATION. Problem: HAVING TO CROSS THE STREETS WHERE THE 
FREEWAY traffeic ENTer AND Freeway CARS ENTER.  I walk alot and this still is 
a scary crossing.   Move the LIbrary to Harding St. Location.  This is my 
preference.  Thank you 

Location 1 I like that the library is at this location but it is not very central and may not 
have the space the community desires. 

Location 1 This is a busy area and noisy. The freeway traffic backs up as does the surface 
street. 

Location 1 Don’t want to lose the community garden already there.  What are the 
potential plans for that plot? 

Location 1 As a homeowner who lives nearby, I have a lotparki of concerns with this 
location. The noise, lighting, parking, traffic, and potential for increased crime 
will significantly disrupt our quiet neighborhood. 

Location 1 I like this site for centralness and visiblity from the freeway (free promotion for 
the city), but being so close to the 5 means hearing traffic noise, automatically 
making this a place I don't want to hang out. 
Also, if all employees are working here, where do they park? I don't want to 
see a 3 story parking garage. 

Location 1 This location could be used for something different - perhaps more cultural? 
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LOCATION  1 COMMENT 

Location 1 NOT optimal. The historical Smerdu Garden is not listed as a feature of this 
prospective site yet, seems to be encircled within its prospective parameters. 
Would be shameful to do away with this cherished community feature.  MORE 
community  gardens. 
Noise levels from the 5 FWY make this an unfeasible location for outdoor 
productions/leisure.  
Foreseeable traffic/parking problems here. High rise PKG garage, unsightly 
here. 
Not central to all residents.  
 PRESERVE Smerdu Garden. 

 

Location 2 - Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 
The facility has the following features: 

• 12 acres 

• Could accommodate a relocated and larger Cole Library 

• 0 acres for new uses, but existing community center, senior center, gardens, park and 
fields would remain 
 

Nearby existing community spaces include:   

• Senior Center 

• Community Center 

• Pine Ave Park 

• Carlsbad Village and Barrio 

• Community garden and ornamental garden area 

• Chase Field 

• Harding Community Center 

• Fire Station 1 

• Library Learning Center 

• Holiday Park 
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Q1 - This location is a good site for new community spaces such as a performing 
arts theater, multi-use amphitheater or outdoor plaza. 
 

 
 
Q2 - This location is close to existing community spaces and services. 
 

 
 



New City Hall & Civic Center  
Public Input Report   

50 

Q3 - This location is easy to find and get to. 
 

 
 

 
Q4 - This location is compatible with the surrounding area. 
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Q5 - I would enjoy visiting this location. 
 

 
 
Location 2 - Pine Avenue Park and Senior Center 
 
Green: Opportunities and ideas  Yellow: Questions and concerns   
 

LOCATION 2 COMMENT 

Location 2 Relocate the Library at this location and expand it's size. Enlarge the Computer 
section so that people have more time to use computers. It will be walkable 
and close to other services and recreation needs for all. Thank you! 

Location 2 This site is only 2 blocks off Carlsbad Village Drive (Elm) and the heart of the 
Village is easily accessible by foot or bike.  Jefferson Street could be turned 
into an amazing pedestrian corridor ending at the Civic Center complex.  As 
you looked down Jefferson from CVD, the Civic Center would be a perfectly 
framed view. 

Location 2 Would require underground parking, but that parking could easily be used by 
the Village/Barrio during week nights and on the week ends when city hall 
would be closed.  Also, for faire days and busy summer weekends - coupled 
with a shuttle service - the available parking would easily serve the busy 
Village days. 

Location 2 Adding city hall to the Sr. Center, Community Center and Pine Park would 
"make" a civic center.  Relocating a rebuilt Cole Library to this site would make 
it even more dynamic. 

Location 2 The neighborhood could be enhanced by a gathering spot. It is reasonably 
close to the beach and restaurants that could benefit.  
Very walkable for the local community. 

Location 2 1. Relocate the Libraty to the Harding Center for easy access.   
2.  Build a tunnel under the freeway at the end of Grand so that people can 
walk, drive, visit the new City Hall at its current location.   Thank you 

Location 2 Love moving the library and better access for both City Hall and the Library! 
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LOCATION 2 COMMENT 

Location 2 This location would be great for both staff and visitors to be able to walk or 
take transit if they like. Being close to the senior center, park and downtown 
businesses is also a big plus. 

Location 2 I believe this location best revitalizes the Village as a community focal point, as 
stated in Carlsbad's Community Vision. 

Location 2 Like that this site in located in Carlsbad's 'urban center' and close to mass 
transit.  Seems like the best opportunity to create an appropriately- located 
civic/government structure for Carlsbad, Hopefully with appropriate civic-
minded architecture. 

Location 2 WHy a larger library? Is library use tracked? Parking is not discussed, how is it 
handled? 

Location 2 It seems silly to move the Cole library given how recently it was renovated. I 
also feel that this location may be too close to the heart of the village, which 
could cause traffic and parking issues. 

Location 2 for me, this site is too close to existing City facilities. I would worry about 
parking, congestion and disruption for Barrio residents 

Location 2 There is no room here to add anything without removing something that exists 
and/or pulling eminent domain on the neighborhood.    
Both this site and the current city hall site are too far from at least half of 
Carlsbad residents. 

Location 2 This area is too cold and damp at night when the fog rolls in to enjoy any 
outdoor activities at an amphitheater. Even just attending city council 
meetings means layering if it is anytime besides Indian Summer. The plus for 
this area is the abundance of restaurants but sadly we are losing many of 
those due to COVID. More needs to be done to support our small businesses 
during COVID. 

Location 2 The cost of underground parking would be high - but it would also serve the 
Village &amp; Barrio and you would only need to pay for the parking once. 

Location 2 I do not want the new city hall in the Village. Carlsbad is much more than the 
village and the very seat of city government should be and can be in a central 
part of Carlsbad. 

Location 2 As is true with the current City Hall location, it is convenient for visitors coming 
from I-5 but not for most of our residents. 

Location 2 I-5 sound would impact outdoor performances/activities. 

Location 2 This parcel is best suited to relocate the Cole library and retain the Senior 
Center. 

Location 2 Is there adequate room without losing existing services? 
Transit access not adequate. 
Not sure neighborhood residents would welcome it. 
Overall concern that residents don't have much daily use for City Hall. it would 
be more a nuisance to the neighborhood than an asset. Gathering space would 
be good but not City Hall 
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LOCATION 2 COMMENT 

Location 2 I believe if the plan is to put an amphitheater in this location, it would impact 
the surrounding residents.  The one minus to using this area for future civic 
center. 

Location 2 I don't always feel safe in this area due to the large population of homeless 
drinking and using drugs 

Location 2 This location doesn’t seem very practical. Why would the city move the library 
when it was recently remodeled? Parking will be an issue here. 

Location 2 Hard to imagine how all the new facilities will be added with 0 acres available.  
This site is newly renovated with gardens and community center.  Will a new 
city hall here necessitate a 4 story building to replace the Senior Center? 

Location 2 I would not want  the New City Hall located at this site. 
I am perplexed as to how all departments would fit into this venue. 

Location 2 Pine Avenue site is a residential area too isolated from Carlsbad Village Drive. 

Location 2 This site shares some of the same drawbacks with the present city hall site, 
NOT centrally located, may require unsightly high rise PKG, may displace 
present/new community garden. Is hard to see expand-ability being feasible 
here. Present residential properties may be very inconvenienced by 
centralizing all offices and activities here. 

Location 2 This is certainly the most “walkable” location for anyone who lives in the 
Village area (the most population dense area of Carlsbad).  Walking from the 
Village area to the current City Hall location under the I-5 freeway bridge isn’t 
as pleasant. 

Location 2 I like the idea of the City Hall being in the Village at the Senior Center. My 
question is will there still be a Senior Center at Pine Park? 

Location 2 Where would all of the city offices/employees go if all of the existing services 
(senior center, community center, gardens) remain here plus the Cole library 
moves and expands to this new location? 

Location 2 This would make our beautiful open green space in the heart of the barrio way 
too congested. PLease do not do this! 

Location 2 Already a lot going on at this site.  I used to like to visit, now it seems crowded 
and unwelcoming.  The dense you make the space, the less welcoming it is. 

Location 2 This would be the best place for a community center as it is close to the 
Village, however it is a residential area. Large gatherings and performances 
would cause traffic, parking and noise issues. 

Location 2 This is a residential area. It would not be suitable for large outdoor gatherings 
and an amphitheater for performances. 

Location 2 Attracting more traffic to downtown in a semi-residential area doesn't seem 
like a good idea. 

Location 2 This location is too far north for and leaves no room for expansion. 
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Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue 
 
This site features: 

• 13.5 acres 

• 5-6 acres for new community uses 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 

• Police and Fire headquarters 

• Emergency Operations Center 

• Safety Training Center 

• Fire Station 5 

• Carlsbad Skate Park 

• Carlsbad Municipal Water District 

• The Crossings at Carlsbad golf course 

• Alga Norte Park and Aquatic Center 

• Dove Library, Ruby G. Shulman Auditorium, and the William D. Cannon Art Gallery 

• City parks 
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Q1 - This location is a good site for new community spaces such as a performing 
arts theater, multi-use amphitheater or outdoor plaza. 
 

 
 
Q2 - This location is close to existing community spaces and services. 
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Q3 - This location is easy to find and get to. 
 
 

 
 

 
Q4 - This location is compatible with the surrounding area. 
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Q5 - I would enjoy visiting this location. 
 

 
 

Location 3 – El Camino Real and Faraday Avenue  
 
Green: Opportunities and ideas  Yellow: Questions and concerns   
 

LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Location 3 Another location could be the lower parking lot of Legoland, It goes unused for 
the majority of the year and could be a 5-10 minute bike ride from the train 
station if a bike path is created to cross the freeway and creek. 
This portion of Carlsbad is already considered a destination due the Legoland, 
the flower fields, the outlet mall, and many other businesses. Lots of hotels as 
well 
It's close location to the freeway would make it more accessible to those at the 
extremities of carlsbad. 

Location 3 I like the idea of el Camino and Faraday wait is convenient for all of Carlsbad. 

Location 3 This site has a lot of potential. Very central, fair, and it's out of the Coastal 
Commission zone. 
Lots of property nearby that may allow expansion in the future if needed.  
Near the airport and many hotels for business-related trips that may require 
interacting with the city. 
This area may even become the future downtown one day as we expand our 
cities upwards. People already come up to this area on weekends for the 
breweries and such. This would be a 10-20 min e-bike ride for most resident 

Location 3 I like this site as it is central to ALL of Carlsbad, yet near no particular 
residential area. There is room to grow and develop this area and shape it into 
a vibrant City hub 
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LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Location 3 Carlsbad lacks adequate transportation for the many who would use it at this 
location.  Getting to Faraday and El Camino, without a car would severely limit 
my participation for meetings, etc.  
Since NCT is in charge of bus transportation, The City has to live within those 
means.  If that is so, and this site is chosen, many people would be left out of 
the decision making process. 

Location 3 This site would have greater opportunity if the City streamlines and 
encourages mixed use development in the surrounding office parks. 
Developing underutilized parking into rowhomes, condos, or apartments with 
first floor retail and conversion/addition of residential to existing buildings 
would bring residents to the area. It would help activate this space and foster 
a new urban community in the City while hopefully internalizing vehicle trips 
and increasing pedestrian activity in the area. 

Location 3 Please add much needed park space to the SW quadrant. 

Location 3 This is a wonderful location.  We should use it since the city purchased the site 
many years ago.  I believe this is a convenient location for all Carlsbad citizens.  
This is the site that is the most centralized out of the 4  Great place for City 
Hall, amphitheater and performing arts theater.  A very good choice.  I'm sure 
it would be relatively easy to convert the existing building for the city's' needs.  
This is the most logical, and I believe the reason we purchased it years ago. 

Location 3 Centrally located, large space, currently wildly underutilized,  lots of parking, 
we already own land and building, reachable by public transit from multiple 
directions, no residential neighbors to disturb or steal parking from 

Location 3 The ideal spot would be as close as possible to the intersection of Palomar 
Airport/El Camino Real. It's a maximum of a 10-minute drive to the majority of 
the city. 
City Hall should be for serving the citizens, businesses, and public areas of the 
entire city. Therefore it should be a centralized location that can efficiently 
perform this role to the largest portion.  
A fair compromise is one where nobody is completely satisfied. City Hall is 
about management, not recreation. 

Location 3 The site is large enough to accommodate a variety of uses and is near to other 
major city facilities. 

Location 3 I think this is the best location for a new city hall complex.  It's central to all of 
Carlsbad After all, Carlsbad IS far more than just the Village. 

Location 3 Although it would be nice to have the site close to the Village this site is the 
best option of the four. Located on the corner of Faraday and El Camino 
provides easy access for residents in north and south city. It is the largest of 
the four sites allowing the most space to consolidate city services. Next to the 
existing Chamber of Commerce and strong industry is a bonus. 

Location 3 This is the most convent location for most residents to access and 
uncomplicated for out of town visitors to find. 
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LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Community events would have lease sound and traffic impact on residential 
properties. 

Location 3 The golf course is a huge white elephant, as well as an environmental tragedy. 
Take a few acres or a hundred, this is where we can develop a centralized 
community center. Lots of room for future expansion too. 
I’ve been here since 1980, lived through all the growing pains, let’s clean up 
the golf course boondoggle by consolidating our civic services here where we 
can get everything together with room for expansion as needed. 

Location 3 This is probably the best location for the performing arts center as it has more 
than enough space for needed parking.  Public transportation is limited. 

Location 3 Accessible by bus. While not near housing, is easy to find, and close for those 
in southern part of city. Need Senior Center at this location, also. 

Location 3 This location has an existing large building for the city to use.  There is also 
plenty of surrounding area for parking, amphitheater and future growth. 

Location 3 More acreage than other sites. Next to main transportation arteries. Middle of 
the city. Near Safety Center, police and fire. Already has a large building that 
can be used. Near business parks and airport. 

Location 3 Great location in the business / industrial sector of town.  Likely easier for 
members of the community to access via Palomar Airport Rd and El Camino. 

Location 3 Site 3 makes the most sense as the City owns the land, it is close to the existing 
Safety Center, it is easily accessible from major roads, it is near the 
geographical center of the City, it is a larger space than the others proposed, 
and it is close to Palomar Airport, so maybe the City thinks twice about 
expansion and getting pushed around by the County. 

Location 3 This is a huge site with a vacant building which I believe the city already owns. 
This is a central location with a lot of office space that is the closest location to 
existing Police/ Fire headquarters.  Not sure that the outdoor space would 
fulfill the 
City’s vision for community gathering space. 

Location 3 This is the most centrally located site for the entire city.  It is also closest to the 
Police &amp; Fire Headquarters, the future Public Works Center and Fleet 
Maintenance facility placing many city functions in closer proximity to one 
another. 

Location 3 Could maybe add Library to Senior Center, but this wouldn't be a good place to 
put City Hall or and amphitheater.  It's in a residential neighborhood. The El 
Camino/Faraday location is best for City Hall. 

Location 3 this site is ideal for the new civic center. it's near transit and main corridors for 
traffic,  it has room for expansion and it would replace the farmers monstrosity 
that is nothing more than expensive storage right now. 
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LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Location 3 geographically for citizens, and being at the center of Carlsbad's business 
district this location makes the most sense.  However a good case could be 
made for expanding the existing City Hall, if both the recent Library and City 
Hall improvements will not be torn-down but fully retained, and if a truly cost-
effective I-5 pedestrian underpass can connect a civic center to historic 
downtown.   tearing-down all the recent Library and city hall improvements 
makes no sense. 

Location 3 Hope to see this space used for this kind of purpose.  Would not have to build 
another facility.  Remodel makes sense. 

Location 3 I really like this location, much more central and easier for us southern 
residents to access. 

Location 3 This location is most central, with plenty of parking and next to El Camino Real 
with several bus routes. Seem to be the most accessible. 

Location 3  I love this location. It is fairly central to all of Carlsbad! 

Location 3 This is a central location for the city of Carlsbad, with room to consolidate all 
services in one location. 

Location 3 This is farther from old town Carlsbad and from stores, but not that far and 
quieter for an amphitheater due to distance from I5. More stores might 
gravitate here in the future. More space than other locations 

Location 3 Central location with lots of parking and room to expand. 

Location 3 This site already has a large city owned property and building and is near the 
center of the city and close to the other main city properties on Faraday or 
Orion.  My choice for the location.  Easily accessible from Faraday, El Camino, 
and Palomar.   Should be lower cost option as well 

Location 3 This site is closest to the center of C'bad for everyone. This property has been 
on the books for years of expense with no development. Use now or sell. 

Location 3 Great infrastructure existing and exceptionally easy access and room for 
growth. We own it already. 

Location 3 Best site for locating all city services very near to each other (Safety Center is 
10 minutes away walking). 
Not as central/visible as 1 &amp; 2 but probably the most practical choice 

Location 3 The best location for City Hall for several reasons:  Central location, largest 
acreage for future expansion, easy access from anywhere in the city, best 
location to minimize Vehicle Miles Traveled.  The major issue is the cost to 
refurbish existing building or to demolish and replace.  Don't want this to be 
Ash Street North. 

Location 3 It would be great to see the city’s leadership be closer the the geographical 
center of the city and not at the northern tip, not to mention that it’s the area 
driving the economy as well. 
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LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Location 3 SO many reasons that THIS is the place! Central to all residents and businesses, 
near main traffic arteries, room for expansion/parking, already City owned, 
less impact to residential areas by outdoor events, not displacing other 
treasured community features (Gardens,etc), not subject to FWY traffic noise 
or congestion, plenty of room for the plan! 

Location 3 Carlton and Sandy Lund are excited about a new City Hall.  We feel it should be 
located  towards the center of Carlsbad near Palomar Airport.  More space for 
citizens, parking and events.  Go Carlsbad! 

Location 3 Remodel this already owned city site.  It has plenty of parking which is 
important. 

Location 3 This seems like the best location for a new city hall.  Room for expansion, room 
for parking, and near the center of our city. 

Location 3 Central to all residents of Carlsbad 

Location 3 This location may technically be in the middle of Carlsbad, but it is not in a 
place where people already go or have easy access to. There is minimal public 
transit in this area, it is not really walkable from anywhere, and it is right near 
a park of El Camino that is already know for having bad traffic. 

Location 3 This location is too far away from the southern extremity 

Location 3 This location is over an hour away on bike ride. Why spend my tax money on a 
location that clearly favors only the historic portion of town?  
When you took La Costa away from Encinitas you also agreed to also provide 
services for us.  
City Hall can exist without providing meeting spaces. City Hall is about 
management not recreation. 

Location 3 This location is too far and lackluster. I swear I've never visited this location 
even once in my 20 years living in Carlsbad. I always tell people I live in 
Encinitas instead of Carlsbad 

Location 3 No other synergistic uses nearby - restaurants, stores, entertainment venues.  
Everything would have to be created on this site - a tough sell. 

Location 3 It would be very difficult to "create" a lively, exciting civic center at this 
location.  There are no surrounding compatible uses and the business park is 
empty and boring on the weekends.  Why would I come here for 
entertainment? 

Location 3 The owned portion of the site is too small and the city would have to purchase 
private property at a cost. 

Location 3 I do not want city hall in the Village/Barrio area. I want city hall to be placed in 
a central location, easily accessible to ALL of Carlsbad.  Those of us in the 
southern part of Carlsbad do not always want to head to the Village. 

Location 3 It is almost in the center of town which is where a city hall should be.  
However parking may be an issue. 

Location 3 I-5 and trains would impact outdoor performances/activities. 
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LOCATION 3  COMMENT 

Location 3 If by city hall we mean building a place to conduct business, this is it.  
Disconnected from where people live. Far away from historic downtown 
Carlsbad and major transit hubs. Drive-in option, for the most part.  
Site seems large enough, but it does not inspire a vibrant, lively space. 

Location 3 This intersection is already so congested. Adding more city services there 
would be a mistake. 

Location 3 Use of this site will require creative design and perhaps too much is being 
expected of this site. concern about negative impact on the neighborhood and 
this may limit its use by all of Carlsbad. 

Location 3 Convenient location especially to south Carlsbad. 
Use of this site will require creative design and perhaps too much is being 
expected of this site. 

Location 3 The highway to this location is not user friendly for this kind of traffic given 
that it is also located near an Industrial and / or large Business area. 

Location 3 The Old Framers Bldg is large enough to house many office but lack any charm 
and elegance.  And does not provide services and areas for social gathering 

Location 3 El Camino Real site is too congested. It’s more of a drive-by location than a 
community gathering space. 

Location 3 This site is ideal for administrative and meeting purposes, but I don't know 
how it would work to meet our goal of a gathering space. People will not 
spontaneously gather here, it's 35 minutes on a bike from the village and an 
hour+ on a bus.  
If we decrease the importance of public outdoor gathering, this is a great site. 

Location 3 Hard to get to due to traffic  
Central location geography  
Neat safety center 
Far from libraries and cultural activities 

Location 3 This would be a great location to send the rising homeless population in olde 
Carlsbad to. 

Location 3 This is no where near the most densely populated and historical center of 
Carlsbad (the Carlsbad Village and Barrio area). 

 
 

Location 4- Existing Faraday Administration Center 
 
This site features: 

• 8 acres 

• 0 acres for new community uses 

• City does not own entire property 
 
Nearby existing community spaces and services include: 
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• Police and Fire headquarters 

• Emergency Operations Center 

• Safety Training Center 

• Fire Station 5 

• Carlsbad Skate Park 

• Carlsbad Municipal Water District 

• The Crossings at Carlsbad golf course 

• Alga Norte Park and Aquatic Center 

• Dove Library, Ruby G. Shulman Auditorium, and the William D. Cannon Art Gallery 

• City parks 
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Q1 - This location is a good site for new community spaces such as a performing 
arts theater, multi-use amphitheater or outdoor plaza. 
 

 
 
Q2 - This location is close to existing community spaces and services. 
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Q3 - This location is easy to find and get to. 
 

 
 
 

 
Q4 - This location is compatible with the surrounding area. 
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Q5 - I would enjoy visiting this location. 
 

 
 

Location 4- Existing Faraday Administration Center 

 
Green: Opportunities and ideas  Yellow: Questions and concerns   
 

LOCATION 4  COMMENT 

Location 4 This site would have greater opportunity if the City streamlines and 
encourages mixed use development in the surrounding office parks. 
Developing underutilized parking into rowhomes, condos, or apartments with 
first floor retail and conversion/addition of residential to existing buildings 
would bring residents to the area. It would help activate this space and foster 
a new urban community in the City while hopefully internalizing vehicle trips 
and increasing pedestrian activity in the area. 

Location 4 Carlsbad’s City Hall should remain on its existing site and continue to build 
upon the city’s culture of civic engagement. A new City Hall on this site should 
embody Carlsbad’s Community Vision, becoming the model for enhancing city-
wide community design, promoting activities along the coastline while 
revitalizing the village as a community focal point. Please consider Oceanside’s 
City hall as a preferable precedent, not Del Mar. 

Location 4 Probably the best location.  Easy to access and in a commercial zone which will 
largely be quiet at night, so you won't disturb with any outside or evening 
events.  Do not add residential to any City Hall project.  No need for another 
Performing Arts Center. 

Location 4 I think this is the ideal location since the city already owns the property and it 
is centrally located to ALL of Carlsbad. It also is along the bus route although 
there need to be more buses running here for citizens without transportation. 

Location 4 This is an excellent location if the City is trying to do what is best for all citizens 
of Carlsbad. Not only is it centrally located, it is also on the bus line for those 
without transportation. (There do need to be more buses running there 
though.) 
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LOCATION 4  COMMENT 

Location 4 I think this space is best because it is the location that gives best access to the 
new facilities and services for both residents and visitors to Carlsbad.  It also 
adds more community space which is good, and is a space that is already a 
place for the community to gather since one of the main library branches and 
other city services are already there.  It is also by far the easiest space to 
access. 

Location 4 Great spot for City Hall and Ampitheatre, since it's not residential, and the 
parking would not interfere with neighborhoods.  Put Library with the Senior 
Center in the Barrio, then close the extra library learning center and the old 
city hall. 

Location 4 Site could have some nice views! 

Location 4 Great central location for the city hall and the rest of the city government 
buildings. 
The civic center with community spaces should be where the existing city hall 
is. Closer to The Village, library, nearby parks and the existing infrastructure in 
Olde Carlsbad. 

Location 4 I guess it's a harmless place to house a bunch of City workers who think they 
need to be all in one place. Good proximity to police for keeping the workers 
safe.  
Not likely to irrigate neighbors. 

Location 4 City Hall next to Departments/Building/Landuse offices. 

Location 4 The City owns most of the site and the site next door is available 

Location 4 This place is so uninviting being in the middle of a business park, inaccessible 
by any means other than by car, away from where people live. It is truly a 
place to conduct business, nothing more. When I think of a civic hall, I think of 
a place that is alive, a destination that will surprise you because of the beauty 
of the public gathering space, gallery, theater, festivals, live music, picnics, a 
true place to engage and create a sense of unity and city pride. 

Location 4 Terrible location. Cold industrial park. No sense of civic engagement. No 
accessibility except by car. 

Location 4 This location is not really coinvent for anyone to access, so it seems like a bad 
choice. 

Location 4 Out of the four choices, I think I would chose this as 3rd.  It certainly is not as 
easy to access as the one off Palomar Airport Road.  I wouldn't want a lot of $$ 
put into this site. 

Location 4 No space to grow without buying adjacent land which is not currently available 
for sale, not easy to find, not easily accessible by public transportation, parking 
already an issue 

Location 4 Site is not big enough to accommodate civic center uses. The city would have 
to buy private property just to accommodate city hall only. 

Location 4 Site is hard to find, poor transit, not very visible, near almost nothing.  A very 
tough site to create an activity center. 
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LOCATION 4  COMMENT 

Location 4 While more central to all of Carlsbad, this location still falls short when 
compared to the property at El Camino and Faraday. 

Location 4 None of the locations for a new Civic Center are ideal. This location is the best 
for all that wants to be included in the space. It has access to main roads, is 
large enough and is not in a residential area. It is not close enough to the 
Village but it is centrally located. The success of the new facility will be 
determined a great deal by the design. Carlsbad has taken way too long 
building a Civic Center. I expect and so do other longtime residents for it  to be 
exceptional on completion. 

Location 4 Too small and too hard to find to be a Civic Center. City offices maybe. 

Location 4 Need a City Traffic Light System to be installed currently at this location with 
Existing Traffic Conditions.  A Traffic Light System should have already been 
Installed by the City at this location when its Faraday Administration Building 
was built, resulting in SIGNIFICANT additional two-way traffic at this location. 

Location 4 This about as good as it's going to get for this project. Stop messing around 
and get it done. 

Location 4 This isn't even a good location for city admin let alone a City Hall or other 
goodies. 

Location 4 Difficult to access and the cost to acquire property would be unacceptable, 

Location 4 In trying to lower GHG this isn’t the best spot as public transit here is, I believe, 
not close by. 

Location 4 Lack of transportation and in many ways a hidden location.  Not suitable for 
community services. This would be best used for support services and not 
services interfacing directly with the public. 

Location 4 The city does not even own this entire site. City Hall shouldn't have to pay rent 
or deal with landlords.  
Also, zero walkable options nearby, and difficult to reach any way besides car.  
By far the worst option presented. 

Location 4 CONCERNED that “City does not own entire property”; Carlsbad New City Hall 
should not be at mercy of landlords. 

Location 4 Uninviting area for gathering outdoors as it's adjacent to police HQ and comes 
across as sterile and a stay away place if you can. 
Not near residential area for walking Another car-oriented site. Maybe OK for 
nigh performances where noise would not be an issue. 
Not near Coaster or easy access from Coaster. . 

Location 4 Not a walkable location for residents to gather. A car-oriented thinking 
location. Sterile industrial atmosphere OK for City Hall. Bad for plaza, Would be 
deserted except for people working there during the day. 
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LOCATION 4  COMMENT 

Location 4 Maybe the existing structure would save on construction costs.  
Maybe good parking. 
Likely not disturbing ( and not enhancing) any residential area. 
For the vast majority who never need or want to go to City Hall, good place to 
stuff it. Might free up existing City Hall for something more appealing to the 
local residents of that area. 

Location 4 This is a good central location for north and south Carlsbad. No residential is 
near by that would possibly be disturbed 

Location 4 Apparently, there is also good public transportation to this site for anyone 
reliant upon it. This is very important. 

Location 4 Use of this site will require creative design and perhaps too much is being 
expected of this site. the questions being asked seem only to focus on 
gathering spaces but not about a city or civic center. until it is decided exactly 
what is desired and whether everything has to be at the same site, this 
exercise is not productive. 

Location 4 Second best location given the existing modern facility there. But constraints 
to site are a serious obstacle. 

Location 4 I'm sure there are reasons this is under consideration, but this site strikes me 
as the worst option, particularly from an accessibility standpoint. Public transit 
should be an attractive choice to get to the city's new hub, but it would be 
very difficult to get here by any method other than driving. 

Location 4 I believe this is the best location for a new city hall. This area has the 
appropriate street and technological infrastructure to allow a large 
development.  It is also the most centrally located space of the presented 
possibilities. I believe that the park near the Senior Center is an inappropriate 
location the park should be there and it is widely used. Traffic in and out of the 
village as well as the residential would be severely impacted. 

 
Additional Comments – Non-site Specific 
 
Green: Opportunities and ideas  Yellow: Questions and concerns   
 

LOCATION  - 
GENERAL 

COMMENT 

General City Hall 

General skatepark 

General skatepark 

General skatepark 

General skatepark &amp; pump track 

General skatepark 

General skatepark &amp; pump track 

General PROTECT PONTO - BUILD PONTO PARK 
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LOCATION  - 
GENERAL 

COMMENT 

General Build Ponto Park!   We do not want development on a the coast at Ponto.  I 
request that my comments be documented for the Planning Commission DLCP 
meeting and future City Council meetings where the LCP and Planning Area F 
are on the agenda. 

General Why not buy up this property and turn it into a park? 

General Outdoor Pickleball Courts 

General outdoor pickleball  
courts 

General Outdoor pickleball courts 

General 6 pickleball courts 

General 6 more pickleball courts 

General Build Ponto Park 

General traffic light favors faraday traffic way too much. cross traffic from cannon has 
to hit the breaks way too soon once light is triggered by single car. 

General Incorporate afternoon meetings times so that seniors, people with disabilities, 
others, can also attend various meetings.  Many of us chose not drive at night.  
(at any locations) 
Thank you 

General why don't you put it close to all the tenement (low income ) housing that our 
"leadership" has planned for Carlsbad....You may as well enjoy your creation. 

General The City of Carlsbad should consider a Disc Golf Course here or Lake Calavera.  
For .5% of the cost of installing the Crossings, Carlsbad could have a world 
class course attracting many to the area.  Disc Golf is easier to learn, faster to 
play, much cheaper than traditional golf and allows for great exercise. 

General The City of Carlsbad should consider a Disc Golf Course here.  For .5% of the 
cost of installing the Crossings, Carlsbad could have a world class course 
attracting many to the area.  Disc Golf is easier to learn, faster to play, much 
cheaper than traditional golf and allows for great exercise. 

General Nice View! 

General On the corner of CVD and Glasgow Dr at this location is an undeveloped plot of 
land. Opportunity for a Multi-use Roller Hockey Rink and Soccer Arena. 

General Far away from the historical center of Carlsbad (the Carlsbad Village). 

General is there a way to have parking dedicated only to large vehicles like RVs? More 
and more continue to park here, blocking off multiple spots for the entirety of 
the day! 

General Significant remnants, like a structure, from previous encampment are still 
here. Can these be removed ASAP? 

General Left turn signal from el camino to get onto jackspar doesn't seem to be timed 
properly. during rush hour, you can wait minutes at the left turn light even 
though oncoming traffic going southbound on el camino presents a huge gap. 
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Participant Count by Zip Code: 

92008 = 343 
92009 = 179 
92010 = 142 
92011 = 122 
92057 = 4 
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Comments by letter 

Letter from Jeff Segall, a former Carlsbad Planning Commissioner  
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Letter from the County of San Diego Department of Public Works, Airports Division 
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