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FamilySearch.org: Finding Records

Today we are going to take a trip around FamilySearch.org—one of the most heavily-used FREE
genealogy sites on the Internet. This session will cover searching for records, how to find resources
in the card catalog and using wikis to help focus your research.

TIP: If you get lost on our website tour, clicking the FamilySearch logo (H
PR, | [ @ PP, Py
will always take you back to the FamilySearch.org homepage. Familysearch

FamilySearch.org offers many of the same types of records and tools as paid sites. The key feature
of the site is its “universal” Family Tree that can be edited by anyone, with each edit ideally backed
up by verified sources (the records we will be searching for today).

FamilySearch is the largest genealogy organization in the world. Millions of people use
FamilySearch records, resources, and services each year to learn more about their family history.

FamilySearch provides:
A free service to all at no 4+ Billion names from all 4,745 FamilySearch 24/7 free expert phone
cost no cost over the world Centers Worldwide support

“‘Family Tree is not like family history websites where each user can upload a personal pedigree or
family tree. Instead, the goal of Family Tree is for all users to work together to create one tree that is
shared by everyone.*

-Introduction to Family Tree, FamilySearch.org

/ “ancestor” for our exercises: \

Lilley B. Cattron

o b. 13 April 1879 in Scott County, Virginia
« m. Virgil A. Rogers 10 September 1899 in Washington County, Arkansas?

\ =Qur goal is to find a record of her marriage= /

1250 Carlsbad Village Drive, Carlsbad, CA 92008 760-434-2931 www.carlsbadlibrary.org



[ Features of the FamilySearch menu bar ]

a
Q . - ; ;
€ FamilySearch : Family Tree:

Browse and edit your tree
This will be the topic of the next
Focus On session: FamilySearch.org:
Universal Family Tree

resources of the site.
This session will focus on

« Records—Images and indexes of historical records such as: vital records, censuses,
directories, immigration & naturalization, military records, legal documents, and many more

o Family Tree—Search for persons already in the FamilySearch universal Family Tree

o Genealogies—Trees submitted to FamilySearch that are not verified by sources, but can still be

useful in finding ancestors

o Catalog—Search and browse for records by source and collection
« Books—Search, browse, and read books from the Family History Library and other libraries

. —a guide that lists websites, provides research strategies, and suggests
records and resources to help you find ancestors from all over the world

Records

Family Tree
Genealogies

Catalog

Books

Research Wi

Messages Volunteer Help v

Memories: §Indexing\ Matt Ferrill ¥

Help make records searchable

by transcribing images

Add your own photos,
documents, and stories to
your family history

k

- :I:1F§§a.g§s:: Volunteer Help v
_ Communicate and collaborate with other users. : -

FamllySea . Matt Ferrill v
Get messages and updates from FamilySearch.org : -

oooooooooo

oooooooooo

Adjust your account settings, choose Snstondores
which notifications you receive

[ Access, organize, and work with

your saved records




FamilySearch Wiki

Wikis are an efficient method for learning what resources are online for a specific
location or a general topic. To begin your wiki search, you can enter a topic or
place in the search box or click through the map to find articles about genealogical
research in a particular region.

-

Search by place or topic
(or click on the map)

Washington County, Arkansas

2 ways to get to what
you're looking for

GO

Search Tips:
« Use keywords, not phrases
Example: Hispanic Resources
« Start with broad localities, then click f  ugh to smaller ones:

Example: England

Browse By Country .
- =

10 request et nEht 4 the Wiy chch hers.

Washington County, Arkansas Genealogy

Unied Srates 4 Arkansas = Washington County

Guide to Wachington County, Arkancas anoeciry, gemsalogy and family NStory. bith records. MarMage Moords, GA3M MBS, CAn%us Mconds, Tamly istory, and mikary records

County Information e«

Description je

County Courthouse
wachingto

undy Caurthoucs

In addition to links to resources, FamilySearch wikis
provide valuable information about the history of
records related to a place or topic. For example, on
the Washington County, Arkansas wiki you can learn
that marriages were recorded beginning in 1845.

Any blue text on the results page are links to digitized
sources. The arrow icon @ indicates the records are
located on external website.

Washington Co

 Arkansas |

Known Baginning Datec for Wisjor Recorde
Eitn | Marrisgr | Osathe | Cout | tanc | Provete [ Cencuc
o o

15 ‘ ] _ 'uA‘: [' 1828 ] _ 1830

Record Loss [est souca)

1384 thvu 1384 Soma reconds masing. A0, pronate and wil reccraTA

= Eumee Counses B

Boundary Changes

Germany Research Tools

For international research, wikis are invaluable!
Check out some of the research tools on the
German Genealogy wiki!

Links to tools and websites that assist in German research

« Meyers Gaz Online Gazetteer®

« Kartenmeistere?

« German Genealogical Word List

= Latin Genealogical Word List

= French Genealogical Word List

« Old German Scripté?—-1: Letters&@-2: Words&?—3. Recordse?

« Reading German Handwritten Records é/--with practice exercises—
Records &

« German Church and Civil Records @

= German Script Tutorial&?

= German Letter Writing Guide

TIP: Find online records or get help from the community using
the Related Resources heading within geographic location wikis!

Germany Germany Online Ask the
Online Records Records by State Community

See More Research Tools



Searching for Records

.
a Messages Volunteer Help v
qc FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories Indexing Matt Ferrill ¥
Records  Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog  Books  Wiki
Search Historical Records [ Research By Location]
Search for a deceased ancestor in historical records to uncover vital Click an area of the world to start researching in a specific location.

information from their life.

Deceased Ancestor's Name

First Names Last Names

Search with a life event:

Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any 3 WayS

Birthplace Birth Year (Range)

g [Fom |[® to search

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Parents | Other Person = :
Find a Collection
Restrict records by: Researching within a specific collection? Find it here.

Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Number ollection Title

Country

Browse all published collections

L Match all terms exactly

Messsges  Uountser e ¥

Search Historical Records

Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog  Books  Wiki

¥ Records  Collections

Search Results from Historical Records

1-20 of 327 Results for Name: lilley b cattron Sirth place: virginia Birth Year (Range): 1875 - 1880 Marriage place: arkansas Marriage Year (Range):

liley b 1895 - 1900
Last Name
Number of results to show: |20 50| 100 Export Results 1-20
- cattron
earc rategies jors i
Search with a life event: Lilley B Cattron bithi 1873 ther: William A Cattron C =N <]
Binth Place Daughter residence: 1880 thers Telitha C Cattron

United States Census,

Less can be more!

David A Cattron

. ) ey - Maggie B Cattron b 1875 virginia spouse: ] F Cattron B o
Entering fewer facts in the search e g, |0 okt Mt Vi,
wells will bring up more results, as e o =B

= mother: Martha M. Catron
1895 1900

will leaving the “Match all terms

1878 Virginia, United States

nuary Virginia, United States B e
” Death Virginia, Historical Society 1875
exactly” box unchecked
o T William B Catron bimh:  July 1877  Virginia fathers John R Catron B e
Son residence: 1900 Black Lick District (Crockstt Depst mether: Susan R Catron
Win with Wild Cards! o o Sl o e v
. Virginia, United States Catron, Everaline E Catran, Hubert M

Catron

An asterisk (*) replaces multiple
characters, a question mark (?)

Lillie P Catron Bimh 1879 virginia spouse: Thos F Catron B e
Wife residence: 1930 Elk Cresk, Grayson, Virginia, Cora A Catron, Bays K Catron, Bertha
United States Census, United States E Catron, Lola M Catron

1330

ot John R ? Pollard
stands in for a single character. To O wee
g o Match all terms exactly Head residence: 1910 Estillville, Scott, Virginia, United  ct lian O Catron, Robert W Catron,
United States Census, States Claud R Catron

use a wildcard, you must use at [
least 3 letters of the name.

Fudge the facts! Wildcard Examles

Experiment with leaving search ?ettron, Ke*on,
wells empty, try different spellings C*ron
and expand date ranges. :

Based on results, you can
adjust to your search

strategy using the
Refine Your Search menu.

?et?0on, *ron




Understanding Search Results

Messages Volunteer Help v

ol
o
u@:'FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing Matt Ferrill v

Records Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books — Wiki

Refine your search: ¥ Records | Col
Deceased Ancestor's
Information Search Results from Historical Records
First Names
‘ 1-20 of 65 Results for Name: lillie b. ketron Birth place: virginia Birth Year (Range): 1875 - 1880 Marriage place: arkansas Marriage Year (Range): 1895 - 1900
lillie b.
(e [Numher of results to show: 20 50 100 ] ‘w}
ketron J Name Events Relationships View
Lillie B Ketron birth: 1879 spouse: Virgil A Rogers ‘
Search with a life event: s T —
2 ansas, Lounty Marriages, | residence: Fayetteville, Washington, Arkansas
Eirth Place 1837-1957
o | marriage: 10 September Washington, Arkansas, United States
ginia

=L 1859/ 9

= i i Image is available
TIP: Differences in the camera I EamilySearch

icon denote whether the image
of the record is available at a gee Image is available
Family History Center, through [ Rt s st
FamilySearch.org or through a
partner website. El Image is available

on another website

Sorting by Collection

Messages Volunteer Help v

o
SA0
q@:PamﬂySearch Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing Matt

Records  Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books ~ Wiki

Refine your search: ¥ Recordsf| Collections
Deceased Ancestor's

Information
Filter These Results Selected so far: 0
First Names
fitie & Birth, Marriage, & Death Showing Top 5 | show Al 12 54

Last Names
Title
ketron 8 virginia, Marriage Certificates, 1936-1988
Search with a life event: Ohio Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, and 1958-2007
Birth Place 3 virginia, Death Certificates, 1912-1987
virginia California Death Index, 1940-1997 .8 Messages  Volunteer  Help v
- Ja]
Birth Year (Range) virginia Births and Christenings, 1584-1917 n‘@:FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Matt Ferrill v
1875 1880 Show All 12

Records  Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog Books — Wiki
Marriage Place

arkansas Census & Lists Showing All Refine your search: ¥  Records  Collections
Deceased Ancestor's

Marriage Year (Range) Title
Information
1895 1500 New York State Census, 1905 Filter These Results elected so far: 3
First Names
P iente New York State Census, 1892 T
Death Place United States Census, 1880 Birth, Marriage, & Death Showing All 12 - Show Top 5 Selected 54 results
Last Names .
Title Records
ketron @ | virginia, Marriage Certificates, 1936-1988 15
Ohio Death Index, 1908-1932, 1938-1944, and 1958-2007 11

Rgarch with a life event:

3 Jvirginia, Death Certificates, 1912-1987 7

California Death Index, 1940-1997 5

Virginia Births and Christenings, 1584-1917 4

Virginia Marriages, 1785-1340 4

8 Junited States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014 3

@ JArkansas, County Marriages, 1837-1957 1

Year (Range) B @ rind A Grave Index 1
1900 New York, New York City Municipal Deaths, 1795-1949 1

North Carolina Deaths, 1931-1954 1

3 J Tennessee Deaths, 1914-1966 1

Showing All 12 - Show Top 5

TIP: Be flexible! Remember that ancestors sometimes traveled to nearby states to get married, womens’
lives before marriage were documented by maiden names, and family stories are sometimes just stories!



Searching by location

- United States of America - Messages  Volunteer Help v o
I16:'I—'.'.-xmilySearch Family Tree  Search ~ M¢ Alabama Matt Ferrill v
| N . Alaska \
Records ~ Family Tree  Genealogies  Catalog  Books  Wiki .
Another way to narrow your results is to start a
Search Historical Records Arkansas .
Search for a deceased ancestor in historical records to uncover vital California Iseal SearCh by Iocatlon .
information from their life. .
Colorado hs
Deceneed Ancestors Nome R Using the Search menu, choose Records. On
First Names Last Names
g B | the world map, select a country and/or state.
Search with a life event: J
Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any )
Birthplace Birth Year (Range)
@ | | From To ArkansaSWe\come to our Arkansas research page. We've brought tegether tools to help you with your research in Arkansas.
Learning Courses /Indexed Historical Records \
Wegfave 9 learning courses to help you do your family Search collections of records for documents about your ancestors. You can filter which
Sstory research in Arkansas collections you would like to search within.
Deceased Ancestor's Information
. F— United States Research: Gulf South First Names \SEENEmEE
The Leal'nlng Center E Region - Arkansas
. - 318
pFOVIdeS Onllne i United States Research: Gulf South search with a life event:
A o s Region Church Records Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any
instructional videos to w5004
Birth Place Birth Year (Range)
help researCherS Ilke See all Arkansas courses in Learning Center From To
you Iearn about What Search with a relationship:
. Spouse | Father | Mother | Other Person
records are available,

as well as the historical
context of the area. It
can also be accessed
from the Help Menu.

FamilySearch Wiki .
View Wiki for Arkansas Restrict records by:
Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Number

Country State or Province

United States Arkansas

Match all terms exactly

Search Reset

Filter by Collection: Showing Top 5 - Show All 94

H 1 Title Records Last Updated

From thls |Ocat|0n Arkansas Births and Christenings, 1812-1965 10,633 Nov 21, 2013
screen, any terms ® Arkansas Church Marriages, 1860-1576 542 Decé, 2016
[ Arkansas Civil War Service Records of 532,541  Apr 20, 2012

entered will only be
searched in Arkansas

Indexed Historical
Records.

Confederate Soldiers, 1861-1865

[3] Arkansas Civil War Service Records of Union 158,093  Apr 20, 2012
Soldiers, 1861-1865

#@ Arkansas Confederate Pensions, 1901-1929 52,697  Aug 23, 2019

TIP: Remember to scroll down to Image-Only Historical Records

see other Co||ecti0ns that have not _ﬁu}l. Can't find records for your ancestors when you search? Try our collections
. i that haven't been indexed yet. Select a collection to start browsing the

been indexed. These Image Only E ool images.

collections can not be searched by Census and Lists: Showing All Images Last Updated

keyword but they can be browsed United States Census (Slave Schedule), 1860 49,346 Aug 16, 2019

R R 2 United States Enumeration District Maps for the Twelfth 63,619 Jun 20, 2014
JUSt Ilke brOWSIng through a bOOk or through the Sixteenth US Censuses, 1900-1940
microfilm.

Military: Showing Top 5 - Show All 8 Images Last Updated
Click on the title for more information i e Navy and Marine Service Records, 21,529 Jun 18, 2014

and to navigate through the digitized [t
. . United States Records of Confederate Prisoners of War, 1861- 51,108 Feb 28, 2013
pages, one image at a time. 1865

United States Revolutionary War, Virginia Pension Application 10,771 Jun 18, 2014




Searching for books in the FamilySearch Digital Library

: )
{F FamilySearch Family Tree  search Memd 10 Search the collection of digital books on FamilySearch,
records hover over the SEARCH tab on the homepage and select
- BOOKS in the dropdown menu.
Genealogies )
FamilySearch Digital Library
Books
Research Wik| Browse collections from libraries all over, the world.

Your search returned 298299 Re!

Results per page : 10 « Sort by : Relevancy v Print & < 1 vi||>

The Edmistons of Washington County, Arkansas

You can refine your results by limiting

REFINE YOUR SEARCH
Identifier 388614 by creator, subject, language, owner,
Creator Hu eys, Allan Sparrow, b. 1889 Oor access Ievel
Creator M Washington County Historical Societ)
on 1 microfilm reel
Subject e

Language English [ wassincres couwy \
Language - eng Note:
Access Level Some materials are only viewable online if you

Owning Institution - are at a Family History Center or partner library.

The nearest Family History Center is located at:
1310 Foothill Drive,

Access Level -

182054 History of Washigdfon County, Ar

Protected 107550 i - Vista’ CA 92084
mber Permission 1117 ) ) Phone: (760) 945'6053
: . R Email: CA_Vista@ldsmail.net
57D -

- Language English K j

. eng
Access Level Protected
— | BOOK VIEWER :

Search keywords

Adjust the readability of the text
Rotate and enlarge image

View multiple pages

. HUMPHREYS

[TIP: The tool bar allows you many thingsh:\ .
1
2
3
4
5

Download/Print

1 R WASHINGTON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY,

FAYETTEVILLE, ARKANSAS




Viewing and saving records

From the record view screen,

o
Spo
n’C“FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing

Records  Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog  Books — Wiki

you can see any indexed infor-
mation and by selecting the

Tools button, can save print, or

email the record.

Lillie B Ketron Tools Attached Lilley B Cattron

mentioned in the record of Virgil A Rogers to: 1879-1036  LCPY-3LZ .

Name: Lillie B Ketron E} Review Attachments

Age: 20

Sex: Female Add to Source Box

Husband: Virgil A Rogers ID copy to Clipboard

=9 prine
B email

Other information in the record of Virgil
from Arkansas, County Marriages

Name: virgil A Rogers « §

Event Type: Marriage

Event Date: 10 Sep 1899

Event Place: Washington, Arkansas, United States

Event Place (Original) , Washington, Arkansas, United

States

Residence Place: Staunton, Washingten, Arkansas

Gender: Male

Age: 40

Birth Year (Estimated): 1859 View the original document. The original may contain

: mare information than was indexed.
Spouse's Name: Lillie B Ketron  Edit
Spouse's Residence Place: Fayetteville, Washington, Arkansas
Record Collection:

Spouse’s Residence City: Fayetteville Arkansas, County Marriages, 1837-1857
. Messages  Volunt Help
l:‘Qr"l-'amilySeamlf\ Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing Matt Ferrill v

ds
Records Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog Books — Wiki u
Arkansas, County Marriages, 1837-1957 w 004616627 * & Source Box
@ image of 665 ©

Some records also allow you to
view an image of the record. Click
View the original document to

open the image viewer where you
will be able to print and download
images

Event Date

wm Bailey Marriage 31 Aug 1899 Arkansas, United Washington,

TIP: Check out the following resources at the bottom of the main
page to get the most out of FamilySearch.org:

Blog Feedback Site Map Solutions Gallery

Blog— Read about new features on the website and the act of preserving family histo-
ry.

Feedback- Tell FamilySearch what you think! Through Feedback users can submit
problems, suggestions or compliments!

Solutions Gallery- Links to an array of genealogy apps (free and $$) to use through
your desktop/laptop and on iOS or Android mobile devices.

Site map— A easy-to-use guide to the layout of FamilySearch that provides a quick
way to find different areas on the site.




