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4.1 Introduction 

Section 30210 Access; recreational opportunities; posting  
In carrying out the requirement of Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution, maximum access, which shall 
be conspicuously posted, and recreational opportunities shall be provided for all the people consistent with public 
safety needs and the need to protect public rights, rights of private property owners, and natural resource areas 
from overuse. 
 
Section 30211 Development not to interfere with access  
Development shall not interfere with the public's right of access to the sea where acquired through use or legislative 
authorization, including, but not limited to, the use of dry sand and rocky coastal beaches to the first line of terrestrial 
vegetation. 
 
Section 30212 New development projects  
(a)  Public access from the nearest public roadway to the shoreline and along the coast shall be provided in new 

development projects except where: (1) it is inconsistent with public safety, military security needs, or the 
protection of fragile coastal resources, (2) adequate access exists nearby, or, (3) agriculture would be adversely 
affected. Dedicated accessway shall not be required to be opened to public use until a public agency or private 
association agrees to accept responsibility for maintenance and liability of the accessway. 

  
(b)  For purposes of this section [Article 2 of the Coastal Act], "new development" does not include:  

(1) Replacement of any structure pursuant to the provisions of subdivision (g) of Section 30610.  
(2) The demolition and reconstruction of a single-family residence; provided, that the reconstructed residence 

shall not exceed either the floor area, height or bulk of the former structure by more than 10 percent, and 
that the reconstructed residence shall be sited in the same location on the affected property as the former 
structure. 

(3)  Improvements to any structure which do not change the intensity of its use, which do not increase either 
the floor area, height, or bulk of the structure by more than 10 percent, which do not block or impede 
public access, and which do not result in a seaward encroachment by the structure.  

(4)  The reconstruction or repair of any seawall; provided, however, that the reconstructed or repaired seawall 
is not a seaward of the location of the former structure.  

(5)  Any repair or maintenance activity for which the commission has determined, pursuant to Section 30610, 
that a coastal development permit will be required unless the commission determines that the activity will 
have an adverse impact on lateral public access along the beach.  

 

As used in this subdivision "bulk" means total interior cubic volume as measured from the exterior surface of 
the structure.  

 

(c)  Nothing in this division shall restrict public access nor shall it excuse the performance of duties and 
responsibilities of public agencies which are required by Sections 66478.1 to 66478.14, inclusive, of the 
Government Code and by Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution. 

 
Section 30212.5 Public facilities; distribution 
Wherever appropriate and feasible, public facilities, including parking areas or facilities, shall be distributed 
throughout an area so as to mitigate against the impacts, social and otherwise, of overcrowding or overuse by the 
public of any single area. 
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Section 30214 Implementation of public access policies; legislative intent  
(a)  The public access policies of this article [Article 2 of the Coastal Act] shall be implemented in a manner that 

takes into account the need to regulate the time, place, and manner of public access depending on the facts 
and circumstances in each case including, but not limited to, the following:  
(1)  Topographic and geologic site characteristics.  
(2)  The capacity of the site to sustain use and at what level of intensity.  
(3)  The appropriateness of limiting public access to the right to pass and repass depending on such factors as 

the fragility of the natural resources in the area and the proximity of the access area to adjacent residential 
uses. 

(4)  The need to provide for the management of access areas so as to protect the privacy of adjacent property 
owners and to protect the aesthetic values of the area by providing for the collection of litter.  

 

(b)  It is the intent of the Legislature that the public access policies of this article [Article 2 of the Coastal Act] be 
carried out in a reasonable manner that considers the equities and that balances the rights of the individual 
property owner with the public's constitutional right of access pursuant to Section 4 of Article X of the California 
Constitution. Nothing in this section or any amendment thereto shall be construed as a limitation on the rights 
guaranteed to the public under Section 4 of Article X of the California Constitution.  

 

(c)  In carrying out the public access policies of this article [Article 2 of the Coastal Act], the commission and any 
other responsible public agency shall consider and encourage the utilization of innovative access management 
techniques, including, but not limited to, agreements with private organizations which would minimize 
management costs and encourage the use of volunteer programs. 

 
Section 30252(1) to (5) Maintenance and enhancement of public access  
The location and amount of new development should maintain and enhance public access to the coast by (1) 

facilitating the provision or extension of transit service, (2) providing commercial facilities within or adjoining 
residential development or in other areas that will minimize the use of coastal access roads, (3) providing 
nonautomobile circulation within the development, (4) providing adequate parking facilities or providing 
substitute means of serving the development with public transportation, (5) assuring the potential for public 
transit for high intensity uses such as high-rise office buildings… 
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4.2 Vertical and Lateral Pedestrian Coastal Access  

Vertical Pedestrian Access to the Coast 

  

Lateral Pedestrian Access along the Coast 
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Pedestrian Access to Lagoons  

• 

o 

o 

• 

o 

o 

o 

• 

o 

Public Access Through Potential Prescriptive Rights 
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Future Vertical and Lateral Pedestrian Accessway Improvements 

 



CARLSBAD LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM LAND USE PLAN 

4-15 

4.3 Active Transportation Access  

Trails 

Existing and Future Trails 

Regional Trails Projects 

North Coast Corridor Public Works Plan  
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North Coast Bike Trail  

Coastal Rail Trail 

California Coastal Trail  
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Table 4-1, Existing and Future Trails in Carlsbad’s Coastal Zone1 

Trail # Status Trail Name 
Trail Length 

(Mi.) 
Trail 
Type 

1.1 Existing Coastal Rail Trail (Reach 1) 0.2 Type 6 

1.2 Existing Hosp Grove  0.72 Type 1 

1.3 Existing North Beach Trail 0.3 Type 1 

1A Future Carlsbad Boulevard Lagoon Overlook Area 0.1 Type 2 

1B Future Haymar Road  0.12 Type 1 

1D Future Buena Vista Lagoon South Shore Trail 1.3 Type 1 

3.1 Existing Sea Wall 0.7 Type 6 

3.2 Existing Coastal Rail Trail (Reach 2) 0.7 Type 6 

7.1 Existing Agua Hedionda North Shore Hubbs Trail 0.5 Type 3 

7.2 Existing Agua Hedionda Harbor Drive 0.2 Type 1 

7.3 Existing Agua Hedionda Bayshore Drive Trail 0.3 Type 2 

7.4 Existing Agua Hedionda Kelly Trail (Hallmark East) 0.6 Type 3 

7.5 Existing Agua Hedionda Summerwind Trail 0.3 Type 2 

7.6 Existing Agua Hedionda Nature Center  0.4 Type 2 

7.7 Existing Sunnyhill Drive Trail 0.5 Type 2 

7A Future Coastal Corridor Trail (Cannon Park to Encinas Power Station) 1.2 Type 6 

7B Future North Shore Agua Hedionda Lagoon Trail (I-5 to Cove Drive) 1.1 Type 1 

7C Future South Shore Agua Hedionda Lagoon Trail 2.4 Type 2 

7D Future Park Drive Trail 0.7 Type 4 

7E Future Hallmark East Trail (connecting to Kelly Trail) 0.2 Type 1 

7F3 Future I-5 North Coast Bike Trail (Chinquapin to Cannon Road) 1.1 Type 6 

7G Future Coastal Rail Trail (Tamarack Avenue to Cannon Road) Reach 3 1.2 Type 6 

7H Future Shayan Property Trail (High Ridge Avenue to Aura Circle) 0.2 Type 1 

8.1 Existing Manzano Trail 0.2 Type 2 

8.2 Existing Flower Fields (along Cannon Road) 0.2 Type 2 

8.3 Existing Armada Drive Trail 1.7 Type 6 

8.4 Existing Legoland 0.5 Type 6 

8.5 Existing The Crossings/Veterans Park 2.1 Type 2/3 

8.6 Existing Kelly Ranch 0.3 Type 1 

8A Future Coastal Corridor Trail (Cannon Road to Palomar Airport Road) 0.8 Type 6 

8B Future Coastal Rail Trail (Cannon Road to Palomar Airport Road) 
Reach 4 

0.9 Type 6 

8C Future Floral Trade Center Trail 0.6 Type 2 

8D Future Ocean View Point Trail (connection to Veterans Memorial Park) 0.1 Type 2 

8E Future Carlsbad Ranch 0.3 Type 2 

10.1 Existing Water’s End 0.5 Type 2 

10.2 Existing Hidden Valley Road 0.4 Type 2 

10.3 Existing 24 Hour Fitness 0.3 Type 2 

10.4 Existing Calvary Chapel Trail 0.2 Type 3 

10.5 Existing Poinsettia Lane (Aviara Park to Brigantine) 0.5 Type 4 

10.6 Existing Poinsettia Lane (El Camino Real to Skimmer Court) 0.3 Type 4 
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Table 4-1, Existing and Future Trails in Carlsbad’s Coastal Zone1 

Trail # Status Trail Name 
Trail Length 

(Mi.) 
Trail 
Type 

10A Future Coastal Corridor Trail (Palomar Airport Road to Poinsettia Lane) 1.8 Type 6 

10B Future Coastal Rail Trail (Palomar Airport Road to Poinsettia COASTER 
Station) Reach 5 

1.0 Type 4 

10C Future SDG&E Utility Road (Plum Tree Court to Poinsettia Lane) 0.8 Type 3 

10D Future SDG&E Utility Road (Casia Road to Camino Vida Roble) 0.3 Type 3 

12.1 Existing San Pacifico 0.3 Type 1 

12.2 Existing Batiquitos Lagoon North Bluff 0.7 Type 2 

12.3 Existing Batiquitos Lagoon North Shore 2.7 Type 1/2 

12.4 Existing Aviara Trails 3.1 Type 2 

12A Future Coastal Corridor Trail (Poinsettia Lane to La Costa Avenue) 1.4 Type 6 

12B Future Rosalena Trail (north shore of Batiquitos Lagoon, near Navigator 
Circle to I-5) 

0.3 Type 2 

12C3 Future I-5 North Coast Bike Trail (La Costa Avenue to Avenida Encinas) 1.2 Type 6 

12D Future Batiquitos Lagoon Extension (Batiquitos Drive to Arenal Drive) 0.5 Type 1 

12E Future Batiquitos Lagoon Trail (Choya Point to Arenal Drive) 0.2 Type 1 

12F Future SDG&E Utility Road (Poinsettia Lane to Aviara Parkway) 0.9 Type 3 

12G Future Poinsettia Lane/Poinsettia 61 0.8 Type 4 

12H Future Lakeshore Gardens 0.4 Type 1 

12I Future South Ponto Trail 0.6 Type 1 

12J Future Ponto Drive Trail 0.4 Type 4 

14.1 Existing La Costa Glen 1.1 Type 2 

TOTAL MILES OF EXISTING TRAILS IN COASTAL ZONE 19.7 

TOTAL MILES OF FUTURE TRAILS IN COASTAL ZONE 22.9 

TOTAL MILES OF EXISTING AND FUTURE TRAILS IN COASTAL ZONE 42.6 

1. As shown on Figure 4-2 Trails 
2. This is the length within the Coastal Zone; the trail extends outside the Coastal Zone 
3. This trail segment is proposed as part of the Caltrans North Coast Corridor Public Works Plan 
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Table 4-2, Trail Design Guidelines 

Trail 
Type 

Primary Intended 
Use1 

Typical 
Width 

Surface Material Amenity Examples 

Open 
Space 
Type 1 

Nature trail 4 feet • Crushed rock, sand, or 
gravel 

• Uncompacted native soil or 
decomposed granite 

• Minor kiosk with map 

• Trail name and regulatory 
signs 

• Interpretive facilities 

• Vista pullouts/viewpoints 

• Benches 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 

Open 
Space 
Type 2 

Multi-use recreation 
trail 

6 – 8 feet • Compacted chipped stone 

• Compacted or emulsified 
decomposed granite 

• Minor/major kiosk with 
info/map 

• Trail name and regulatory 
signs 

• Gateway monument 

• Shade structures 

• Interpretive facilities 

• Vista pullouts/viewpoints 

• Picnic tables 

• Benches 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 

• Bike racks 

Open 
Space 
Type 3 

Wide dirt trails 
 
Utility roadbeds 

8 – 14 feet • Crushed rock, sand, or 
gravel 

• Uncompacted native soil or 
decomposed granite 

• Compacted chipped stone 

• Compacted or emulsified 
decomposed granite 

• Minor kiosk with map 

• Trail name and regulatory 
signs 

• Vista pullouts/viewpoints 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 

Mobility 
Type 4 

Roadside or connector 
trails 

8 – 12 feet • Compacted chipped stone 

• Compacted or emulsified 
decomposed granite 

• Asphalt, concrete, or 
permeable concrete 

• Minor/major kiosk with 
info/map 

• Trail name and regulatory 
signs 

• Gateway monument 

• Shade structures 

• Vista pullouts/viewpoints 

• Benches 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 

• Drinking fountain 

Mobility 
Type 5 

Connector sidewalks or 
special street crossings 

5 feet • Asphalt, concrete, or 
permeable concrete 

• Benches 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 
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Table 4-2, Trail Design Guidelines 

Trail 
Type 

Primary Intended 
Use1 

Typical 
Width 

Surface Material Amenity Examples 

Mobility 
Type 6 

Paved multi-use trails 10-14 feet • Asphalt, concrete, or 
permeable concrete 

• Restrooms 

• Minor/major kiosk with 
info/map 

• Trail name and regulatory 
signs 

• Gateway monument 

• Shade structures 

• Interpretive facilities 

• Vista pullouts/viewpoints 

• Picnic tables 

• Benches 

• Trash receptacles/dog 
waste dispenser 

• Bike racks 

• Drinking fountain 
1. Trails within the City of Carlsbad are typically open to all non-motorized uses unless otherwise stated or restricted for 

resource protection and conditioned by resource agencies. Bicycle use on the Batiquitos Lagoon North Shore Trail is 
prohibited.   
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• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Bikeways 
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Future Bikeway Improvements 
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4.4 Vehicular Access 

Streets 

Future Street Improvements 

Coastal Visitor Parking 

Public Off-Street Parking 
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Public On-Street Parking 

Parking Availability 
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4.5 Transit Access  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Transit Improvements 
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• 

• 

• 

• 
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4.6 Livable Streets  
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4.7 Potential Access Restrictions 

Physical Barriers  

Special Events 

Protecting Coastal Resources 

Sea Level Rise 
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4.8 Coastal Access Policies 

General 

LCP-4-P.1 

LCP-4-P.2 

Vertical and Lateral Pedestrian Access  

LCP-4-P.3 

 

 

 

 

LCP-4-P.4 
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LCP-4-P.5 

LCP-4-P.6 

LCP-4-P.7 

LCP-4-P.8 

LCP-4-P.9 

LCP-4-P.10 

LCP-4-P.11 

LCP-4-P.12 
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LCP-4-P.13 

LCP-4-P.14 

LCP-4-P.15 

LCP-4-P.16 

LCP-4-P.17 

LCP-4-P.18 

LCP-4-P.19 

LCP-4-P.20 
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LCP-4-P.21 

 

 

 

Trails and Bikeways 

LCP-4-P.22 

LCP-4-P.23 

LCP-4-P.24 

LCP-4-P.25 
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LCP-4-P.26 

LCP-4-P.27 

Livable Streets and Connectivity 

LCP-4-P.28 

LCP-4-P.29 
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LCP-4-P.30 

LCP-4-P.31 

LCP-4-P.32 

LCP-4-P.33 

LCP-4-P.34 

LCP-4-P.35 

LCP-4-P.36 
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Parking  

LCP-4-P.37 

LCP-4-P.38 

LCP-4-P.39 

LCP-4-P.40 

Other Public Access Policies 

LCP-4-P.41 

LCP-4-P.42 

LCP-4-P.43 

LCP-4-P.44 
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