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6.1 Introduction 

Section 30107.5 Environmentally sensitive area  

"Environmentally sensitive area" means any area in which plant or animal life or their habitats are either rare or 

especially valuable because of their special nature or role in an ecosystem and which could be easily disturbed or 

degraded by human activities and developments. 

 

Section 30121 Wetland  

"Wetland" means lands within the coastal zone which may be covered periodically or permanently with shallow 

water and include saltwater marshes, freshwater marshes, open or closed brackish water marshes, swamps, 

mudflats, and fens. 

 

Section 30230 Marine resources; maintenance  

Marine resources shall be maintained, enhanced, and where feasible, restored. Special protection shall be given to 

areas and species of special biological or economic significance. Uses of the marine environment shall be carried 

out in a manner that will sustain the biological productivity of coastal waters and that will maintain healthy populations 

of all species of marine organisms adequate for long-term commercial, recreational, scientific, and educational 

purposes. 

 

Section 30231 Biological productivity; water quality  

The biological productivity and the quality of coastal waters, streams, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes appropriate to 

maintain optimum populations of marine organisms and for the protection of human health shall be maintained and, 

where feasible, restored through, among other means, minimizing adverse effects of waste water discharges and 

entrainment, controlling runoff, preventing depletion of ground water supplies and substantial interference with 

surface waterflow, encouraging waste water reclamation, maintaining natural vegetation buffer areas that protect 

riparian habitats, and minimizing alteration of natural streams. 

 

Section 30233 Diking, filling or dredging; continued movement of sediment and nutrients  

(a) The diking, filling, or dredging of open coastal waters, wetlands, estuaries, and lakes shall be permitted 

in accordance with other applicable provisions of this division, where there is no feasible less 

environmentally damaging alternative, and where feasible mitigation measures have been provided to 

minimize adverse environmental effects, and shall be limited to the following:  

(1) New or expanded port, energy, and coastal-dependent industrial facilities, including commercial fishing 

facilities.  

(2) Maintaining existing, or restoring previously dredged, depths in existing navigational channels, turning 

basins, vessel berthing and mooring areas, and boat launching ramps.  

(3) In open coastal waters, other than wetlands, including streams, estuaries, and lakes, new or expanded 

boating facilities and the placement of structural pilings for public recreational piers that provide public 

access and recreational opportunities.  

(4) Incidental public service purposes, including but not limited to, burying cables and pipes or inspection 

of piers and maintenance of existing intake and outfall lines.  
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(5) Mineral extraction, including sand for restoring beaches, except in environmentally sensitive areas. 

(6) Restoration purposes.  

(7) Nature study, aquaculture, or similar resource dependent activities.  

b) Dredging and spoils disposal shall be planned and carried out to avoid significant disruption to marine and 

wildlife habitats and water circulation. Dredge spoils suitable for beach replenishment should be transported 

for these purposes to appropriate beaches or into suitable longshore current systems.  

c) In addition to the other provisions of this section, diking, filling, or dredging in existing estuaries and wetlands 

shall maintain or enhance the functional capacity of the wetland or estuary. Any alteration of coastal wetlands 

identified by the Department of Fish and Game, including, but not limited to, the 19 coastal wetlands identified 

in its report entitled, "Acquisition Priorities for the Coastal Wetlands of California", shall be limited to very minor 

incidental public facilities, restorative measures, nature study, commercial fishing facilities in Bodega Bay, and 

development in already developed parts of south San Diego Bay, if otherwise in accordance with this division.  

For the purposes of this section, "commercial fishing facilities in Bodega Bay" means that not less than 80 

percent of all boating facilities proposed to be developed or improved, where the improvement would create 

additional berths in Bodega Bay, shall be designed and used for commercial fishing activities.  

d) Erosion control and flood control facilities constructed on watercourses can impede the movement of sediment 

and nutrients that would otherwise be carried by storm runoff into coastal waters. To facilitate the continued 

delivery of these sediments to the littoral zone, whenever feasible, the material removed from these facilities 

may be placed at appropriate points on the shoreline in accordance with other applicable provisions of this 

division, where feasible mitigation measures have been provided to minimize adverse environmental effects. 

Aspects that shall be considered before issuing a coastal development permit for these purposes are the 

method of placement, time of year of placement, and sensitivity of the placement area. 

Section 30240 Environmentally sensitive habitat areas; adjacent developments  

(a) Environmentally sensitive habitat areas shall be protected against any significant disruption of habitat 

values, and only uses dependent on those resources shall be allowed within those areas.  

(b) Development in areas adjacent to environmentally sensitive habitat areas and parks and recreation areas 

shall be sited and designed to prevent impacts which would significantly degrade those areas, and shall 

be compatible with the continuance of those habitat and recreation areas. 

Section 30250(a) Location; existing developed area  

(a) New residential, commercial, or industrial development, except as otherwise provided in this division, 

shall be located within, contiguous with, or in close proximity to, existing developed areas able to 

accommodate it or, where such areas are not able to accommodate it, in other areas with adequate 

public services and where it will not have significant adverse effects, either individually or cumulatively, 

on coastal resources. In addition, land divisions, other than leases for agricultural uses, outside existing 

37 developed areas shall be permitted only where 50 percent of the usable parcels in the area have been 

developed and the created parcels would be no smaller than the average size of surrounding parcels. 
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6.2 Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) 

Habitats and Natural Vegetation in Carlsbad 

Upland Habitat 

Coastal Sage Scrub  

Chaparral 
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Grassland  

Woodland 

Wetland and Riparian Habitat 

Wetlands 
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Riparian Habitat 

Sensitive Plant and Animal Species 

Tree Habitat for Protected Bird Species 

Habitat Conservation and Management Plans 

Multiple Habitat Conservation Program (MHCP) 
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Habitat Management Plan for Natural Communities in the City of Carlsbad  

• 

• 
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• 

Table 6-1, Habitat Management Plan Preserves Over 100 Acres in the Coastal Zone 

Preserve Name Total Acres Acres in Coastal Zone 

Agua Hedionda Ecological Reserve 197 197 

Aviara Master Association 197 197 

Batiquitos Lagoon Ecological Reserve 564 564 

Buena Vista Lagoon Ecological Reserve 140 140 

Cabrillo Power 253 253 

Crossings Golf Course 206 153 

La Costa Glen 108 108 

Source: City of Carlsbad, June 2019 
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The Habitat Management Plan and the Coastal Act 
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6.3 Marine and Coastal Water Quality  

Local Surface Waters 

Surface Water Quality 

Buena Vista Lagoon 
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Agua Hedionda Lagoon 
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Batiquitos Lagoon 

Water Pollution 
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Table 6-2, Priority Development Projects (PDPs) 

Ref. # Project Type 

1 
New development that creates 10,000 square feet or more of impervious surfaces collectively over the 
entire project site. 

2 
Redevelopment creating and/or replacing 5,000 square feet or more of impervious surface collectively 
over the entire project site on an existing site of 10,000 square feet or more of impervious surface 

3 

New development or redevelopment that creates and/or replaces 5,000 square feet or more of 
impervious surface collectively over the entire project site and supports one or more of the following: 

a. Restaurants 

b. Auto repair shops 

c. Retail gasoline outlets that are 5,000 square feet or more in size and generate an average daily 
traffic of 100 or more vehicles 

d. Development on any natural slope that is 25 percent or greater 

e. Parking lots 

f. Any impervious paved surface used for vehicle transportation (streets, roads, highways, 
freeways, and driveways) 

4 
New development or redevelopment that creates and/or replaces 5,000 square feet or more of 
impervious street, road, highway, freeway or driveway surface collectively over the entire project site. 

5 

New development or redevelopment that creates and/or replaces 2,500 square feet or more of 
impervious surface collectively over the entire site, and discharges directly to an “environmentally 
sensitive area” (ESA), as defined by the city’s BMP Design Manual Appendices.  

“Discharging directly to” includes flow that is conveyed overland a distance of 200 feet or less from the 
project to the ESA, or conveyed in a pipe or open channel any distance as an isolated flow from the 
project to the ESA (i.e., not commingled with flows from adjacent lands). 

6 
New development or redevelopment that results in the disturbance of one or more acres of land and is 
expected to generate water pollutants post construction. 
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6.4 ESHA and Water Quality Policies 

Environmentally Sensitive Habitat Area (ESHA) 

 

 



PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT 2019 

6-22 

 

 

 

 



CARLSBAD LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM LAND USE PLAN 

6-23 

 

 

 



PUBLIC REVIEW DRAFT 2019 

6-24 

 

 

 

Marine and Coastal Water Quality 
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